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DEATH AND CHARACTER OF MOUNG 
QUETT. 


The late Mr. Satterlee, in his journal of a 
boat tour dated Jan. 4, 1856, furnishes an ac- 
count of the death and character of the native 
preacher, Moung Quett. His notice of the 
resting place of the late Mrs. Comstock will 
also be read with deep interest. 


At three o'clock, we drew up to an 
island, for the purpose of cooking dinner. 
Our rice was scarcely boiled when Quett 
remarked, “ Teacher, I shall not eat rice, 
I have a pain in my stomach.” I imme- 
diately gave him medicine, and he wrap- 
ped himself in his blanket and lay down 
in the boat. Again we were on our way, 
but the illness increased. I gave more 
medicine, which alleviated the pain, but 
threw him into a flush of fever. As 
night set in, the disease became more 
alarming, and we hurried on the boat by 
the promise of an extra rupee. The 
wind was now against us, and, loaded 
with dampness, it was chilling cold. The 
moonlight lasted till about 11 o'clock, 
after which nothing was left to light our 
way but the stars. It was difficult to 
drop medicine from a vial by the dim 
light of the stars. Still I gave all the 
varieties I had with me, but to no pur- 
pose. When we were not attending to 
the wants of the sufferer, we wrapped 
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ourselves in our blankets, but no sleep 
did we find. 

When the wished for morning dawned, 
Quett was so reduced that he could 
scarcely speak. Yet he did speak, com- 
plaining of his being so weary, and anon 
looking up into my face with a most im- 
ploring glance, exclaiming, “ O teacher.” 
At 7 o'clock he began to suffer cramp. 
From that hour I held his head in my 
lap till one o’clock, when we arrived at 
Ramree. “O,I want to arrive at Thet 
Non’s house,” he would exclaim. So did 
we all ; but I did not expect to arrive till I 
saw him breathe his last. I almost wish- 
ed the event might occur before we ar- 
rived, for I had given up all hopes of his 
life, and I knew too well the customs of 
the Burmans. 

I feared we should be opposed; and 
so we should, if the head man had known 
the particulars in time; but hanging a 
screen over the sick man as we entered, 
we were not discovered. We tried to 
encourage Quett, who ever and anon 
pointed to his eyes, and whispered “ are 
they still good ?” answered “ yes,” with 
a smile. Then he pointed to a book near 
by, and when I opened it and he found 
he could yet distinguish the print, he 
seemed to gain hope, and sunk away in- 
to a kind of sleep. 
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We asked him if he was ready to die 
and resigned to the divine will? He re- 
plied, “The will of God be done!” 
Then, lifting his clasped hands, he of- 
fered a short prayer. We did not allow 
the boatmen to take breakfast, nor did 
we take any ourselves. On approaching 
the town we ran up a small creek, and 
stopped near Thet Non’s house. I sent 
Thah Zan to call help. How providen- 
tial it was, that the Christians were then 
assembled for worship at Thet Non’s 
house! In five minutes they bore away 
the sick man,and as soon as possible 
called a physician (a native doctor). I 
tried to find English medicine, or at least 
some stimulant, but not a drop was in the 
place. They brought me Chinese whis- 
key made of rice, but I durst not use it. 
I felt that I had done all I could for the 
brother, and so I gave him up to the na- 
tives. It mitigated the sense of respon- 
sibility which I naturally felt, entrusted 
with a life so precious. Quett was more 
at ease. The cholera was checked on 
Monday morning ; but the poor man was 
so reduced that he could not recover. 
Another doctor was called, but with no 
benefit. He lingered till the next Fri- 
day at three P. M., and then exchanged 
his mortal tenement for an immortal 
habitation. 

The Christians, male and female, were 
faithful to the last ; but not one of the un- 
converted offered to assist. Had he been 
at their mercy, they would have imme- 
diately hurried him off to the jungle 
alone to die. 

Though dead, there was yet the same 
high forehead, aquiline nose, and lips so 
indicative of independent thought and 
resolute action. There too was that ex- 
pression of noble and generous feeling, 
which made us all Jove him while living, 
and weep for him when dead. I think I 
could not have felt worse in losing an 
only brother. I seemed to see the last 
hope for Arracan buried with him. 

Moung Quett was a man of power. 
In his worldly affairs, as also in his con- 
versation, his preaching, and his devo- 
tions, every thing about him evinced 
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power. He was born to govern. Oth- 
ers felt his superiority and submitted to 
his influence —they knew not why. He 
was prompt, judicious and far-sighted. 
He took the entire supervision of the 
mission for more than a year. In him 
were combined all those qualities of 
mind, tones of voice, modes of gesticu- 
lation and variety of argument, which 
are so important to the preacher. No 
opposer ever worsted him in debate. I 
never met with a finer specimen of an 
orator. I have listened to his address, 
even before I could understand the sub- 
ject of his discourse, until 1 became riv- 
eted to the spot. I have seen others 
held in breathless suspense, with lips half- 
parted and eyes fastened on the speaker, 
until he reached such a point in the ar- 
gument as required a change, or a pause. 
He was known extensively, and esteemed 
by all. 

Quett was a man of the most tender 
feelings. I never found more fine sen- 
sibilities even in the most civilized. 
When his mind turned back with a fare- 
well glance to his family in Akyab, I 
durst not share the struggle of feeling 
with him, and yet I was obliged to do so. 
Who could help it? There was such a 
flood of feeling, I feared his poor frame 
could not endure it. With what agony 
of soul did he cry, “ My children! My 
children.” ‘Then, seizing my hand with 
the grasp of a drowning man, he cried 
out again with unutterable anguish, “ O, 
teacher, my children, my children!” 

1 assured him I would watch over them 
in his stead. With such a promise he 
threw his arms around my neck, and 
drew me to his noble heart. He was 
grateful, and his gratitude was magnified 
by his paternal love. Awhile after, I 
remarked,—* Brother, if God has no 
more work for you here, He will call you 
home; but if you still have work, you 
will not die.” He seemed to dwell a 
moment on the thought, and then, with 
a sweet expression of countenance, nod- 
ded assent. 

I said on another occasion, “ You can- 
not go to your house in Akyab, but you 
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will soon reach your house in heaven, 
not built with hands.” He seemed pleas- 
ed with the thought, and evidently of- 
fered prayer. 

The night hefore he died, though he 
had been stupid and gradually sinking 
through the previous day, he suddenly 
seemed to recover his mind. “ Lift me 
a little,” said he. This done, he disposed 
of his little property. From the first he 
had seemed to look upon his family, not 
as he left them, in order and subjection, 
but, according to the custom of the un- 
converted, scattered and divided. He 
begged the forgiveness of all present, 
and ordered the rest of his brethren to 
be called that he might crave the same 
blessing of them. He had scarcely 
made this request, when again his mind 
began to wander. While in this wan- 
dering condition, he supposed himself 
preaching. With an energy character- 
istic of the man, he commanded us all to 
be silentand to give attention. “Yes,” we 
replied, “ all are now listening.” Then, 
softening down his voice to a tone ap- 
propriate to the words of love contained 
in his text, he uttered words of promise 
and bope. Ilis ruling passion was 
strong in death. Death came as a relief 
both to him and to us; but when he 
breathed his last, and the once active 
Quett lay motionless before us, then 
there were tears and lamentations from 
the assembled group. The whole town 
heard of his death, and I think there was 
not one even of the most bitter haters of 
Christianity, who did not mourn for the 
moment for the good man gone. 

After a brief season of prayer, we 
made preparations for the burial. The 
moon shone most beautifully. There 
came in that evening a young man 
in. Government employ who speaks 
English, and who was down from Akyab 
to visit some friends. While he was 


there, the pastor read the 5th chapter of 
2nd Corinthians, and prayed. We also 
sung a hymn. I then talked to the young 
man, and urged upon him the claims of the 
gospel. He begged an English bible and 
1 gave him the one I had with me, turn- 
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ing down the leaf at Matt. 10: 28. On 
Saturday morning, just as the people 
were coming out of their houses, we 
walked in procession to the opposite side 

of the town, bearing hoes and picks —a 

bible and hymn books. No one said 

aught against our proceedings. 

Near the summit of a bleak hill, quite 
removed from town, stands a square pile 
of bricks to the memory of Mrs. Com- 
stock. Formerly it was surrounded by 
a fence; but heathen hands have borne 
it away piece by piece. The hill and 
neighboring vale is destitute of fence or 
house of any kind. The simple brick 
structure was half hidden by bushes, : 
which we cut away, preferring the full 
blaze of the sun to the weeds and thorns. 

Comstock himself has gone. He has 
followed that devoted companion, who, 
notwithstanding her maternal love, could 
exclaim with uplifted hands, as she part- 
ed with two of her children,—* I do this, 
O Jesus, for Thee and for the heathen.” 
There is now no sensible memorial of 
his labors save this tablet, I mean on the 
island of Ramree. The Christians show- 
ed me where his house once stood. I 
could still trace the walk from the street 
to his door. It is not entirely obliterated, 
probably because it was gravelled. 

Well, there by the side of that tomb 
we dug the grave, and there we buried 
the brother who came to Arracan with 
Comstock, whén he planted the gospel 
standard in Arracan. Little did they 
think at that early day, that teacher and 
pupil would lie side by side on that soli- 
tary hill. Yet so it is! They rest! 
Thank God, they rest! and a brighter 
day awaits their dust. 

But O God, Thou hast taken the 
strength of our mission. My own right 
arm is dead. Yet Thou art not dead. 
We wait, O Lord, for light. 


oe 


PROME MISSION. 

LETTER FROM MR. SIMONS. 
Labors in the ‘‘ regions beyond.” 
Prome, Oct. 13, 1856.— My visit to 

Thayet was necessarily shorras 
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not be long away from Prome. Besides, 
I had to go to Moukten by special re- 
quest, to perform a marriage service be- 
yond the Burmese frontier. It is a 
place inland, and is supposed to be 
eighteen miles from Meaday. The lat- 
ter place was reached by a boat, and the 
former by riding on an elephant through 
a thick, thorny jungle. Ko Konge was 
with me, and while there we visited two 
large villages beyond the frontier,— 
Moukten and Gamehuys,— and within 
the boundary, on our return, Ooyin and 
Mogong. Many heard for the first time 
the leading truths of the gospel with 
considerable attention, and apparent in- 
terest, and tracts were distributed. 

The person married to a Burmese 
woman is the superintendent of the fron- 
tier bridle road, to be constructed from 
Toungoo to the base of the west Yoma 
range of mountains, which separate 
Arracan from Burmah. He has prom- 
ised to support a native assistant to teach 
and preach in the neighborhood of Mouk- 
ten, and I am now sending one to him, 
to be for a time on probation. He has 
visited the Karens residing on the east 
Yoma range of mountains, in a north- 
easterly direction from Toungoo, and 
says their villages are only three days’ 
travel from his residence. If I can be 
spared from this station in the month of 
December or January, I intend to go in 
that direction with Karen and Burmese 
assistants, and he will give me all the 
means of conveyance in his power, 
and may himself accompany me. 

The station at Thayet. 


The location of the outstation at 
Thayet, I was glad to find, had been 


“well selected by br. Kincaid. It is only 


a short distance from the river, and so 
near to the natives that you can be 
among them by just crossing the road. 
On the south and east, the compound is 
bounded by roads, and by the addition 
of a strip of land may be so bounded on 
the west. On the north there is a small 
compound between it and the road, which 
is‘owned by ‘one of the members. The 
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chapel is well built and will last for 
years, if no accident by fires should hap- 
pen toit. The house occupied by the 
assistants is in the same compound, but 
having been erected in a hurry, and 
with jungle wood which soon decays, it 
will need to be pulled down and another 
of more substantial materials be put up 
before the next rains. At the request 
of the church I applied for a piece of 
ground for a burial place, and had it 
marked off. 

During my stay I made my home at 
the native house. On the Lord’s day 
after my arrival, the morning service at 
the chapel was attended by all the mem- 
bers then in the place,—about fourteen ; 
and strangers, on hearing the singing, 
came in and stood till its close near the 
door,—a dozen or so in number, besides 
children. In the evening a service was 
held near the bazaar, at the house of 
one of the members. Strangers collect- 
ed, and were going and coming during 
the service. On the second Lord’s day, 
after my return from Moukten, the 
Lord’s Supper was administered. Some 
of the members partook of it for the 
first time. The elements were distribut- 
ed by Ko Konge and Moung Yah Gen, 
both ordained evangelists. ‘T'wo inquir- 
ers were expected to be present and 
to ask for baptism, but they did not 
come. 

There had been a misunderstanding 
between the two assistants, which, on 
mutual explanations being given, was 
amicably settled. One of the leading 
members, against whom there had been 
reports, was before the church the night 
previous to the communion, and after 
examination he was considered free from 
blame. 

Ko Konge, who had preceded me by a 
fortnight, and who had had sufficient time 
to form his acquaintance with the mem- 
bers individually, spoke to me favorably 
of them. 


Character of the people of Thayet— 
The Paramats. 


The inhabitants of Thayet have a 
bad name, have always been ranked 
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among the worst class of Burmans, as ig- 
norant, superstitious and wicked, and 
there is an old man, called a paramat, 
among them, who tells them not to lis- 
ten to any thing the teachers and disci- 
ples of Jesus Christ’s religion have to 
say to them, nor take their books; if 
they do, they will goto hell. On the 
other side of the river, the people are 
said to be of a better class. Many of 
them are believers in the teachings of 
the celebrated teacher of the paramat, 
Oo Bau 

Ko Konge’s idea of the paramats is, 
that, like John the Baptist and his fol- 
lowers, the Lord designs them to be the 
preparers of the way of the Lord among 
the idolatrous Burmese. Tle says they 
give their consent to every thing they 
hear of the existence of one only living 
and true God, his attributes, his laws,and 
that every thing seems to be right, till 
they come to man’s lost condition and his 
recovery solely through the merits and 
righteousness of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. At this they stumble, get 
up and go olf. After a time the film 
loosens, and falls as “scales” from their 
eyes, light penetrates the darkness with- 
in them, and they acknowledge Jesus 
Christ to be the only Saviour of man- 
kind. 


SIAM. 
REPORT OF THE MISSION FoR 1855--6. 
Relations with the Government. 


Since the adjustment of our difficul- 
ties with the Siamese government through 
the kind instrumentality of the English 
ambassador,t we have appeared to be 


* Oo Bau 00 was ordered to the capital, im- 
prisoned and examined by the order of the 
king Tharrawady, and then released. In 
his examination he was asked why he did 
not worship their god? He replied that an 
idol was nothing. It could neither speak, 
nor move, nor sleep, nor eat, and he could not 
worship it. Why should he? 

t See Magazine for July, 1856, p. 288; An- 
nual Report, p. 98. 
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about as much in favor with the king as 
formerly; at least we have the same 
privileges, with this exception, that the 
palace gates have not been opened to 
those who were accustomed to give in- 
struction to the females within the pal- 
ace walls. In travelling, we usually take 
a pass; but it is rarely called for. 

The events of the past year in their 
bearing on the future, have been of un- 
usual interest, owing to the treaties 
ratified or negotiated with the English, 
French and Americans, and the conse- 
quent change in the policy of the Si- 
amese towards foreigners. The treaty 
negotiated last year by the English was 
ratified April 5, 1856. Before the English 
left, the American ambassador, the Hon. 
Townsend Iarris, arrived in the U.S. 
steamer, San Jacinto,Com. Armstrong. 
We are happy to state that this embassy 
left a very favorable impression on the 
minds of the Siamese. 

We are particularly gratified with 
their observance of the Sabbath. Com. 
Armstrong had the moral courage twice 
to decline requests from the second king, 
to allow certain officers to visit the king’s 
palace on the Sabbath. We are the 
more rejoiced at this, because it must go 
far to do away the impression quite prev- 
alent, that none keep the Sabbath save 
those who get pay for it,— as they say 
the missionaries do. The treaty nego- 
tiated by the American commissioner is 
substantially the same as that of the 
English. The articles of agreement were 
signed May 29, 1856. 

July 14th the French ambassador 
reached Bangkok; Aug. 15th negotia- 
tions were completed. The French are 
said to have secured some privileges for 
Catholic missionaries, which we shall 
all probably enjoy. We now have an 
English, and an American consul, and 
shall probably soon have a French. The 
effect of these negotiations has already 
been a large increase of foreigners, and 
a rapid growth of foreign trade ; which, 
we fear, will be no help to our work. If 
the provisions of these treaties be faith- 
fully carried out, both Siamese and for. 
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eigners must be benefitted by the in- 
creased facilities for trade, and missiona- 
ries will probably be freed from a multi- 
tude of petty annoyances. 

We can now obtain permanent passes 
to travel anywhere within twenty-four 
hours’ ride of the city walls; and can 
rent and reside anywhere within this lim- 
it. It is yet to be seen whether the 
same privilege will be allowed to those 
who may wish to lease land. The right 
to purchase, by the consent of the au- 
thorities, is confined to the space with- 
in twenty-four hours’ ride of the city, 
and outside of four miles from the city 
walls. 

This space includes all our out-sta- 
tions; also localities on the coast favor- 
able to the restoration of prostrated 
health. It is the settled opinion of the 
oldest residents here, that a timely resort 
to such localities would often be quite as 
beneficial to health as a sea voyage. 

The two departments of the mission 
comprise three missionaries, three female 
assistant missionaries, and three native 
assistants. : 

Siamese department — Religious ser- 
vices. 

In the morning a portion of the Old 
Testament is read, and in the evening a 
portion of the New. These exercises 
are for the benefit of all domestics and 
pupils on the mission compound who are 
more familiar with the Siamese language 
than any other. 

At nine, A. M., is a meeting of the 
Bible class. During the year, the mira- 
cles have been studied in course, and 
Genesis commenced. 

At half past ten, A. M., there is a 
prayer meeting in Siamese. This meet- 
ing was conducted by Mr. Chandler, dur- 
ing his connection with the mission. At 
the same hour, Mr. Smith has attend- 
ed a similar service in another part of 
the city. 

At eleven, Mr. Smith has preached in 
English at the British consulate, and at 
one, P. M., in Siamese. At Sabbath 
evening prayers, those in attendance 
have been questioned upon the instruc- 
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tions of the day. The monthly concert 
for prayer has been observed on the first 
Sabbath of each month at half past ten, 
A. M., under the superintendence of Mr. 
Chandler. At the close of this meeting, 
a collection has usually been taken. 


Tract distribution. 


The afternoon of each day has been 
reserved for this work. The tract room 
is opened and books given to all the ap- 
plicants who can read. When the weather 
and other circumstances have ad- 
mitted, visits have been made to different 
parts of the city, where books have been 
given away, and the people conversed 
with on the subject of religion. Having 
obtained a permanent pass to travel 
within the twenty-four hours’ limits, 
excursions for tract distributing in other 
places than Bangkok will again be 
resumed. 


Translating and schools. 


This labor has received from Mr. 
Smith only the leisure hours of the even- 
ings. During the year, Genesis has been 
completed and Exodus commenced. 

Mrs. Smith, since the completion of 
rooms under the house, has commenced 
a school which already contains fourteen 
boarding scholars, and ten day scholars, 
School hours during the day from nine 
to twelve, A. M., and from two to four, 
P.M. Mrs. Smith has had the entire 
labor of teaching. Mr. Smith has de- 
voted but an hour, from seven to eight in 
the evening, to a class in mathematics. 
Religious instruction is the most promi- 
nent element in the school; the other 
branches are secondary. The school 
is supported wholly by private individ- 
uals. 

The forenoon is spent in the study of 
the Siamese and Pali, the sacred lan- 
guage of the Siamese. 

The year has been marked by no 
special manifestations of religious inter- 
est. ‘The kings and some of the nobles 
make demands upon the time of Mr. 
Suith for assistance in writing and trans- 


| 
| 
| 
iH 
ii 
| | 
| 
i 
| 
W 
| 
{ 


1857.) 


lating. Each of these demands is an in- 
terruption from more appropriate work. 

During Mr. Chandler's connection 
with the mission, besides preparing ma- 
terials for printing, he made one trip for 
tract distribution. Mrs. Chandler has 
been engaged, as last year, in in- 
structing the natives of her own house- 
hold. 


Chinese department. 


Mr. Ashmore began the year with the 
purpose to improve each day so far as 
practicable, in laboring to impart saving 
knowledge to the heathen, and to build up 
the assistants in the faith of the gospel. 
The health of Mrs. Ashmore, however, 
demanded a voyage by sea, and a favor- 
able opportunity occurring, Mr. Ashmore 
embarked at Bangkok with his family, 
on board a vessel bound for Hong Kong. 
After tossing about in the vessel from 
June 11th to June 22d, the ship was 
deemed incapable of making the trip in 
safety, and returned to the point from 
which it sailed. 

Since Mr. Ashmore’s return to Bang- 
kok, much time has been spent in visit- 
ing from house to house and distributing 
tracts, but more especially in talking and 
preaching to the people. The assistants 
at Bangkok, with occasional interrup- 
tions, have been instructed in the New 
Testament. 

He has made two trips during the 
" year;—one to Petriu, where he gave 
away books, and had much pleasant 
talk with the people;—the other to 
Bangplasoi, in which the time was spent 
in labor for the enlightenment of others. 

Mr. Telford has been toiling on at 
the language, which he finds exceedingly 
difficult. In the afternoon he has met 
with the assistants under Mr. Ashmore, 
to listen to the exercise and catch the 
colloquial dialect. During Mr. Ashmore’s 
absence, he took charge of the Sabbath 
services, and now has charge of the af- 
ternoon prayer meeting. During the 
year, he visited all the out-stations. 

In the early part of the year, Mrs. 
Telford had charge, under a teacher, of 
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a Chinese evening reading class, com 
posed mostly of those in mission employ ; 
subsequently she had charge of a small 
day school, more especially for the good 
of those connected with the mission. 
She has also had charge of two or three 
young girls most of the year; and spends 
as much time in the study of the lan- 
guage as her health and other duties will 
permit. 


The Chinese assistants. 


Chek Mue has labored most of the 
year at Lengkiachu; Chek Suan, at Bang- 
kok or Bangchang ; and Chek Soi at 
Bangkok. He has also spent about two 
weeks, preaching and distributing books, 
at Bangplasoi. A Choi, a Siamo-Chinese, 
has been actively engaged in the work of 
an assistant most of the year, but not 
strictly in mission employ ; as he had not 
received the approbation of the mission 
toenter upon that work. He is a most 
promising young man ; and takes a deep 
interest in the study of the Scriptures, 
and in his Sabbath services. 

All the assistants distribute books as 
they go from house to house, and talk 
with the people as they have opportu- 
nity; and on the Sabbath they preach 
at their station. They show a good de- 
gree of interest in their work, but not 
that anxiety for the salvation of souls 
which we wish to see. 


Sabbath services. 


Since the first Sabbath in May, there 
has been an encouraging increase of 
strangers at the Sabbath services. This 
is owning to the position of the present 
worship room, which fronts the road, 
and is sufficiently near to attract the at- 
tention of passers by. This, with the 
help of a man standing at the gate to in- 
vite in all Chinamen who may be pass- 
ing, draws many to the chapel who oth- 
erwise would never enter. Some Sab- 
baths the strangers are more numerous 
than the regular attendants. Some of 
these seem to be much interested in 
what is said, and remain to hear another 
discourse. The curiosity of the majority, 
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however, is soon satisfied, and they pass 
on as thoughtless as ever. 

In the Sabbath services, special efforts 
are made to have as many take part as 
can profitably do so, in prayer and ex- 
hortation. The services usually consist 
of three short discourses in the morning, 
intermingled with prayer, praise and ex- 
hortation. Mr. Ashmore commonly takes 
two of these services. At one o'clock, 
P. M., there is a meeting at the garden 
station for prayer and conference. The 
monthly concert of prayer is observed 
on the first Monday following the com- 
munion Sabbath. Contributions on com- 
munion Sabbaths and for the poor fund 
amount to about $39. Most of the 
church members, so far as is known to 
the missionaries, live exemplary lives. 
Some have loose views respecting the 
Sabbath, and need to be watched over, 
and frequently admonished. The ob- 
servance of the Sabbath is, perhaps, one 
of the best tests of a man’s sincerity that 
we can have in this land. 


The inquirers, 


Some of the inquirers noticed last 
year have lost their interest, and seldom 
attend the Sabbath worship. There are 
two new cases of inquirers. Of the ap- 
plicants for baptism, three inspire the 
hope that they are genuine cases of 
conversion. For these hopeful cases, 
we are thankful. But O, when will 
the Spirit of the living God move 
upon this “valley of dry bones,” and 
breathe into them the breath of life ? 
When shall we hear Siamese and Chi- 
nese inquiring, “What shall we do to be 
saved ?”— with that earnestness which 
characterizes the awakened sinner at 
home, or the despised, but anxious Ka- 
rens, whose dwelling places come even 
within the borders of this land ?— Pray 
for us, that we may not faint in our work, 
or be “ weary in well doing.” 


HONGKONG MISSION. 


Mr. Johnson communicates, under date of 
Dec. 18th, a note just received from Mr. 
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Burns at Swatow, which gives the last tidings 
from the brethren “in bonds.” See Maga- 
zine for March, pp. 87, 88. 


The imprisoned assistants. 


Swatow, Nov. 27, 1856.—I wish I 
could report that our brethren were al- 
ready liberated ; and I would be disposed 
to delay writing until I have this report 
to make ; but as I know you will be 
anxious for information as to the present 
state of things, I pen these few lines. 

Heang Yung returned on Tuesday 
morning, Nov. 25th, from the Too city, 
bringing intelligence distressing as re- 
garded the present circumstances of the 
brethren, but encouraging as to the pros- 
pect of their being ultimately liberated, 
—I trust, before long. The man who 
had charge of them, and who had treat- 
ed them kindly, died four or five days 
before we reached the place. They were 
in consequence placed in the hands of 
the man who had charge of me,—aman 
who seems to be both covetous and 
cruel. Besides, I know not from what 
cause, although letter after letter had 
been sent to A Ngoes’ brother at Teng 
Hai, and one of A Ee’s relatives had 
gone there twice in person,— no money 
was forthcoming. This irritated their 
keeper and left them in want of neces- 
sary food for a day or two. In God's 
great mercy Heang Yung reached the 
city at this very time, and had enough 
with him to supply their present wants, 
though none to satisfy the demands of 
their keeper. He returned immediately 
here ; and, as we found that within these 
few days A Cheo had drawn twelve dol- 
lars and ‘lodged it at Teng Hai with A 
Ngoes’ brother, Heang Yung went to 
Leng Hai yesterday morning to get this 
money, and proceed with it direct to the 
city in order to relieve the brethren. If 
he did not get it, he was to return here ; 
and not having to-day returned, I hope 
that he may now have already reached 
the city with this pecuniary help. 

The orders sent down from Canton re- 
garding the brethren are the same as the 
Governor General stated in his reply to 


= 
| | 
i 

| 

| 

it 

Hil 

Hi 

| 
i | 


1857.] 


the Consul, so that there is no legal dif- 
ficulty in the way of their being released ; 
and, in order to expedite the matter, 
A Hok, the Canton merchant, has al- 
ready prepared a letter to the district 
magistrate which was to have been sent 
off to-day, but is now retained until the 
district magistrate returns to the city 
from the country where he has gone on 
business. 

This is the sum of all that can be said 
as to the present state of matters. I 
trust and pray that soon it may be my 
privilege to communicate more gratify- 
ing intelligence; and in the mean time, 
may we all be enabled “to remember 
them that are in bonds as (if) bound 
with them.” 


NINGPO MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. KNOWLTON. 
(Continued from p. 468, last vajume.) 


Casting out devils. 

June 11.— Started on a trip to some 
villages and hamlets outside of the west 
gate of the city. Called at the chapel 
for the assistant who was to accompany 
me, and was there met by a man living 
near the chapel, who wished me to go to 
his house and pray to the true God, 
that the devils might be driven away. 
It appears that the girl who is betroth- 
ed to his son, as is very frequently the 
case, though she is but fourteen years of 
age, has already come to live in his fam- 
ily. The devils have had particularly 
to do with her. One was represented 
to have appeared to her in the form of 
& man, giving her a writing containing 
directions to offer food as a sacrifice to 
him. The demons have carried off ar- 
ticles from the house, and once set it on 
fire. The man’s neighbors are very much 
terrified, and declare that he must leave 
the place. In his distress he has prayed 
to many of the gods, but it avails noth- 
ing. He was advised by a Catholic con- 
vert to “call the bishop, who certainly 
has the power of driving away dev- 
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ils.” The bishops and priests have a 
regular service for this purpose. A 
part of it is the sprinkling of holy wa- 
ter about the rooms. He was advised 
by a member of one of the Protestant 
churches, not to call the bishop, for his 
was a “ bad religion,” but to go to the 
church of Jesus,— the Chinese designa- 
tion of Protestant Christian churches. 
As his boys had attended our school at 
the west gate chapel, he concluded to 
come there. He remarked that he and 
all his family wished to enter our relig- 
ion. I hope the circumstance may be 
the means of leading the poor man and 
his family to an experimental knowl- 
edge of Him who “ casteth out devils.” 

Mrs. K., and the old female believer 
who has acquaintances and relatives in 
the villages, accompanied me, but re- 
turned at night. I tarried at the house 
of some relatives of my teacher, and 
previous notice being given, we had 
some twenty-five in the evening to listen 
to the glad tidings. 


Opium—Priestly hospitality. 


12,.— After again addressing the vil- 
lagers, we held forth to a large crowd in 
a village where the weekly market was 
to-day had. Many for the first time lis- 
tened to the strange doctrines of but 
one God, and one Saviour of the world, 
Jesus Christ. Others had heard the 
same in our chapels. I was interrogated, 
as missionaries always are in making 
their tours, (with shame and indignation 
be it said,) respecting the production of 
opium in my country, and whether I 
was engaged in the opium trade, and 
smoked it. The place where we spoke 
was an ancestral temple, and when we 
were thoroughly weary with talking, 
the head-man of the place treated us as 
his guests by bringing tea and refresh- 
ments. 

In the afternoon we visited two villa- 
ges. One of them, they said, had nev- 
er been visited by a “ red haired man,” 
and the people were fearful that we 
could not get much of a hearing. In 
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the other, we found an old man with a 
long flowing beard, who is so devoted a 
Buddhist that he not only refrains from 
eating all manner of flesh, but does not 
taste of eggs, or tea, or wine. He re- 
ceived us very courteously, setting be- 
fore us tea and refreshments according 
to Chinese etiquette, and with his neigh- 
bors listened attentively t» all we said, 
not offering a word in opposition. Chi- 
nese never dispute, but assent to every 
thing in our presence, and then behind 
our backs laugh at our folly in trying to 
convert them from their long established 
eustoms ; or they go listlessly away, and 
forget all that was said tothem. The 
devotee, I fear, is so absorbed with 
mere outside forms and trifles, that the 
weightier things which we exhorted him 
to attend to did not very deeply impress 
his mind. He only went so fir as to 
ask me respecting the precise position 
in which the hands should be placed in 
worshipping our Heavenly Father. In 
the evening, had several attentive lis- 
teners at the place where we lodge. Two 
females appeared particularly interested 
and inquisitive. 


** Come over and help us.”’ 


13.— Left the residence of my teach- 
er’s friends amid many invitations to 
come again, and promises to worship the 
true God. Called at another large vil- 
lage, where the people were come to- 
gether to market. We entered a tem- 
ple, and, as usual, a crowd soon gathered 
around. Our work was known, and 
without interrupting us with idle ques- 
tions, they listened attentively to our re- 
marks. After talking about an hour and 
a half, and taking a cup of tea, which 
the Buddhist priest politely gave us, we 
went out and preached, and distributed 
books at the corners of the streets. 

Soon a man made his way through 
the crowd and said to me, “ The people 
of my village wish you to go and preach 
the doctrine to them; if you will go 
with me, I will conduct you there.” I 


Ningpo Mission. — Journal of Mr. Knowlton. 


[April, 


ments to return home in the afternoon, 
and hence had not time to visit his vil- 
lage, as we otherwise should be very 
happy to do. He said, “ Come and lodge 
over night.” On being assured that in 
the course of a month or two we would 
visit and preach the gospel at his village, 
he seemed satisfied. 

Soon after, a woman, about fifty years 
of age, very respectable in her dress and 
bearing, also invited us to go to her vil- 
lage and “ kong dow-le,” preach the doc- 
trine. As her village was near, and we 
had about two hours to spare, we con- 
cluded to accompany her. On arriving 
at the village, and in passing through it, 
the woman called on all she saw to come 
immediately to the ancestral temple, 
to “listen to the doctrine of Jesus.” 
She took us directly to the temple, and 
soon a congregation of some two hun- 
dred was before us, among whom was a 
large number of females. We had al- 
ready talked ourselves hoarse at the oth- 
er village; but the sight of this multi- 
tude, brought together in a manner so 
singular for Chinese, caused us to forget 
for a time our weariness, while we told 
them the story of the cross. It was to 
them new and strange ; but I trust that 
in accordance with their request and our 
promise when we left, we shall hereafter 
be able to make these dear villagers ful- 
ly acquainted with that story. We re- 
turned to our boat, and in three or four 
hours were at home. 

19.— Heard of the death of the in- 
quirer at Paodjong. The young man who 
informed me, who also seems disposed 
to inquire, was with him in his last sick- 
ness. He said the poor man wished to 
be assisted, the day before he died, to 
get upon his knees by his bedside, that 
he might pray. He did so, and he 
prayed, though in a voice not audible 
in consequence of the affection of the 
throat, till his strength was completely ex- 
hausted, and the sweat stood in drops. 
The young man only caught enough to 
know that he was praying for the forgive- 
ness of his sins. From that time to his 
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death he only articulated one sentence, 
as if in prayer, viz., “ Have I any sin 
still remaining ?” He had been an in- 
quirer several years, and died, I believe, 
in the exercise of that faith in Jesus 
which justifies and saves. 


Continued interest at Chusan. 


20.— Went to Chusan. Found Gyin, 
brother of the former assistant, laboring 
faithfully. He had made two tours into 
the island. He found some who listened 
with attention, and gave him consider- 
able encouragement that they would ere 
long seek the salvation of their souls. I 
found one new inquirer, and the former 
inquirers still attentive to the truth and 
secking the Lord. But I fear they have 
not come to the point of an entire sur- 
render to Christ. Qwu’s son and son-in- 
law are not yet fully decided to give up 
all business on the Sabbath. Sing has 
not the courage yet to say ‘ No’ to his 
neighbors, who have for a long time been 
accustomed to consult his auguries. He 
acknowledges that it is the work of the 
devil, and declares it to be his intention 
to give up all those things soon. Should 
he become indeed a new creature in 
Christ, his influence in favor of Chris- 
tianity would be deeply felt in his neigh- 
borhood. 

Though the theatre was in full opera- 
tion night and day in the city, our chap- 
el was filled with attentive listeners as 
heretofore. I thought I perceived also 
an increased spirit of inquiry among the 
people generally. They were more in- 
quisitive, and expressed their convic- 
tions of the truth of our doctrines more 
strongly than hitherto. The novelty is 
beginning to wear off, and if the spirit 
of inquiry succeeds that of novelty, itis 
& very encouraging omen. 

Gyin, who alternates with Chii every 
two months, is not a literary man, and is 
unpolished in his address. But he is 
bold, and very earnest in his manner ; 
and has good common sense, and a pretty 
good knowledge of the Scriptures, so 
that he is well adapted to labor among 
the common people. 
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Shall there be achapel in Chusan P 


The disciples at Chusan say that it 
is important to perform the ordinances 
there, chiefly for the reason that many 
are so poor that they cannot afford the 
time and expense of going some thirty 
miles to Ningpo to receive them. Be- 
sides, they say, the effect of the ordi- 
nances will be good upon the people, es- 
pecially the inquirers. They also con- 
stantly express a strong desire to have a 
chapel of our own, in order to give the 
people confidence that we will not soon 
abandon the mission. In these views I 
fully concur. I believe that station 
should be sustained, and the werk vigor- 
ously prosecuted there. A rich harvest 
awaits the faithful laborer there. 

In the city of Ningpo, a much less 
hopeful field than Chusan, there are 
fourteen missionaries laboring. Why 
should we cluster together, and form a 
little isolated foreign community by our- 
selves, and not rather scatter abroad, 
and each bring his individual influence 
to bear upon a wide circle of heathen ? 
This is apostolic. This iscommon sense. 

We have sold one of our chapels at 
Ningpo, partly with a view of being 
better able to secure a chapel at Dinghai. 
I wait with anxious solicitude to learn 
the response that will be given to the re- 
quest of the mission for an appropriation 
to build a chapel there. 

In a letter of later date, Sept. 19, 1856, Mr. 
Knowlton announces the baptism of a very 
promising young Chinese, the friend of the 
assistant Keing-hwa. .The account given by 
him of his Christian experience was unusu- 
ally intelligible and satisfactory. He mani- 
fested a clear and correct understanding of 
the gospel, and appeared to receive it with 
his whole heart. This young convert and the 
assistant expressed the belief that the gospel 
will be more readily received in their dis- 
trict than in any other part of China. Buddh- 
ism and idol-worship have a less strong 
hold upon the people than elsewhere. 

Mr. Knowlton reports that the work at 
Chusan is as encouraging as ever. The thing 
most needed at the present time is the effec- 
tual, fervent prayer that availeth much. 
More help is also needed, to reap this field 
“white already to the harvest.” 


Assam Mission. — Journal of Mr. Bronson. 
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A Sabbath in Nowgong—Mohammedan 
listeners. 

Nowgong, Aug. 17, 1856.— Though 
in a foreign land, and worshipping God 
in a foreign tongue, in which it is often 
difficult to give full utterance to the feel- 
ings of the heart, yet I often feel that 
“it is better to be a door-keeper in the 
house of God, than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness.” This has been to me, and 
I hope to others of our little band, a day 
of spiritual blessing. The apostle’s ap- 
peal to the Corinthian church,—* Know 
ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you? If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are,”— furnished the theme of our med- 
itations ; and God’s presence seemed to 
be with us, applying the solemn words 
to us, as achurch and as individuals. A 
number of the Mikir tribe were present 
at chapel, who listened to the exercises 
with apparent interest. 

After worship, a considerable com- 
pany came to the bungalow for further 
conversation. While conversing with 
them, a large Mohammedan party, sev- 
eral brahmins, and still another party of 
Miris from the islands in the Brahma- 
putra, arrived, all of whom sat down and 
listened for two hours, while Adiram and 
I endeavored to unfold to them the true 
salvation through Christ. The Moham- 
medan party conversed much more can- 
didly than many others | have met. As 
I constantly appealed to the Touset Zib- 
boor and Ingil (Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments), they begged a 
copy of the New Testament, to sce if 
they could not find some allusion to Mo- 
hammed, as they said must be the case, 
for their Koran frequently alluded to 
Christ. 

Brahmin inquirers. 
This is the fourth visit I have had 


within a few days from the brahmin par- 
ty. At first they were full of objections, 
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To-day they begged a book that would 
give them a full account of Christ, and 
how they should worship God in order 
to gain his favor and escape hell. I 
gave them the “ Life of Christ,” and two 
or three tracts, which they examined and 
promised to read carefully. They in- 
quired particularly what name they 
should take to worship God — whether 
there was a secret name that we used,— 
and asked me to point it out in the book. 
They seemed surprised to see old Adiram 
so familiar with these things, and asked 
him many questions about his change of 
religion, how he worshipped now, what 
he thought of his caste, &e. I could not 
but lift up my fervent prayer as they 
left, that God would deign to open their 
dark minds to see their perishing state 
and to lead them to flee to Christ. A 
number of Mikirs were present at after- 
noon worship also. What with the chapel 
exercises, Sunday school, and visitors, we 
have asa family been busily employed, 
and feel that it is good thus to unite our 
efforts in the service of God. 

24.— Another Sabbath-day of toil and 
of blessing. A goodly number besider 
the disciples present, and several frow 
the Mikir hills. I addressed them from 
the words of the Saviour,— “ Except 
ye repent and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” The similitude of a little child 
to illustrate the character and feelings of 
those whom God loves, seemed to inter- 
est our new hearers. I find it necessary 
on such occasions to use the plainest lan- 
guage; asa general thing, this requires 
great attention in all our addresses. 
Even the best informed among the peo- 
ple scarcely fail to misinterpret the re- 
ligious terms we use, unless we are spe- 
cially guarded. 


Reverence for the heathen priesthood 
diminished, 


26.— While conversing with a group 
of people who had called, a priest came 
in, and in a most woe-begone manner 
said that he had been called in from his 


village by a government officer, tried, 
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and fined for having struck one of his 
own disciples, who, he said, was too poor 
to own even adrinking-cup! This man 
was once connected with one of the lead- 
ing Ilindu establishments of the prov- 
ince, and has now an establishment of 
his own. He seemed to think that he 
had fallen upon strange times, when even 
his own disciple, and one of the poorest 
and meanest, should dare to prosecute 
him and get him fined. This was in- 
deed the “ Koli jug,” age of darkness. 
I reminded him that in the sight of God, 
and allenlightened men, he was no better 
than his despised disciple; and that at 
the final court of the assembled universe 
God would judge him in the same man- 
ner. The case illustrates one point that 
is gratifying. The common people are 
less afraid of their priests than formerly. 
A native judge, and a strict Hindu, fined 
him. Similar cases are more frequent 
now than formerly. 

27.— Our Wednesday evenings are 
set apart of late to reading and familiar 
conversation on that wonderful book, 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, which has 
recently issued from our press in As- 
samese. Deep experimental religion 
seems to be hardly understood at first by 
the majority of converts from idolatry ; 
but this wondrous book so beautifully 
delineates Christianity as a personal 
matter, and so accords with the daily ex- 
perience of God's people, that it touches 
the heart in every clime and in every 
tongue into which it is translated. I 
have invited all who please to be present, 
making it rather a voluntary matter than 
a requisition. Our hall is pretty well 
filled, and I hope profit as well as inter- 
est will result from this exercise. 


Preparing the way of the Lord. 


The following notice of the state of the 
church will be read with special interest in 
connection with a letter of Mr. Bronson of 
later date, published in the last number, p. 
83, This preparation on the part of the 
church was evidently followed by a visit of 
the Holy One. 


Our little church is in a more hopeful 
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state. Some who have seemed cold and 
lifeless, manifest a desire{to begin anew. 
They have of themselves settled some 
old differences and little troubles that 
have been until now disturbing them; 
but I long to see Christians more bowed 
down for sin, more grieved at any re- 
proach brought upon the cause of Christ, 
more disposed to be daily witnesses for 
Christ, less afraid of meeting reproach, 
and more anxious to be the instruments 
of the conversion of their countrymen. 
In this last respect all our people are 
greatly deficient. But the plain present- 
ation of Christian duty, and a deeper 
knowledge of the word of God, will, we 
may hope, elevate their standard in due 
time, and make them more efficient 
helpers in the gospel. If we compare 
the generality of native Christians with 
the generality of American Christians, 
the former will seem to be deficient in 
many respects ; but if we compare them 
with their countrymen, we see a change 
in many respects for the better. 


Instruction of the assistants. 


28.— The heat and rain rendering it 
still unsafe to travel, 1 have made the 
best arrangement I can to reach the 
people nearest at hand. For two hours 
in the morning, Ghinai and Adiram read 
and converse with me on some theolog- 
ical subject. We have in this way gone 
over the genuineness, authenticity and 
inspiration of the Scriptures, and are 
now going over the principal doctrines of 
revelation. This lesson over, they gen- 
erally proceed to the zayat, and spend 
the afternoon, conversing with and giving 
books to all who call. When a large 
company assemble at the bungalow, they 
sometimes have joined me in addressing 
them. They say I have more visitors at 
the bungalow than they have at the zay- 
at. I hope soon to be able to go farther 
away from the station; but I have often 
found that in the course of a single week, 
I have addressed people from twenty or 
thirty different villages in my own ve- 
randah. 

I have just received the “ Examiner” 
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of June 5 and 12, and was much inter- 
ested in the address of father Leonard, 
at the Cazenovia monthly concert. It 
is refreshing, while sojourning in this 
barren waste, to read of the precious 
revivals in many places; but alas! for 
my poor, distracted country, given up to 
anarchy,—to a barbarianism even in the 
senate halls, worse than anything I meet 
with here in this wretched and degraded 
land! When I read these things and 
see the account of the outrage on life 
and liberty in Kansas, I almost feel that 
that is the darkest spot on the globe, af- 
ter all that can be said of heathendom. 


GERMANY. 


LETTER FROM MR. F. W. LIEBIG, 


Revival and baptisms. 
Bernstein, Prussia, Nov. 28, 1856.— 
The Lord has graciously visited Berlin- 
chen, a country town some miles from 
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meetings there. We have never failed 
to be richly blessed. 

On one Sunday in particular,—an even- 
ing never to be forgotten,—“a mighty 
rushing” of the Spirit was heard. In 
the early part of the day we had already 
partaken richly of the cup of salvation, 
and returned to our habitation full of 
joy and thanksgiving. But our God is 
a wonderful God. We did not feel the 
need of additional blessings this day, 
and yet such were in store for us. At 
the evening service our meecting-room 
was crowded. Loud weepingamong the 
congregation told us that many had been 
pierced to the heart. When a part of 
the persons present had left, a remnant 
tarried behind, who appeared to be over- 
whelmed with the sense of their sinful- 
ness. And suddenly there came a “mighty 
rushing” of the Holy Spirit, and filled all 
the house where we were sitting. Es- 
pecially our friend was so overcome, that 
he fell on his knees. A moment suchas 
I do not attempt to describe followed.— 


Reetz, with his rich grace. The meet-) Exclamations of “ Lord have mercy on 
ings, held as often as br. Wichler* could | us "— broke forth on all sides, and could 
go thither, were numerously attended,| be heard throughout the house. [also 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit was now felt constrained to engage in prayer, 
felt. And, thanks to the unwearying and gradually composure was restored 


labor of that Spirit who leadeth into all 
truth, many hard hearts have been sub- 
dued. 


| 
to the assembly. Our friend S 
rose from prayer, praising God for hav- 
ling given him the assurance of accept- 


An occasion of special blessing was, ance through the blood of Christ. 
the baptism of our sister M ,at 
which most of our members at Bernstein | 
were present. In happy communion we | 
spent a glorious day. Our friend B tinued on her knees, praying for mercy, 
was unanimously received by the church. | We again joined her, but the heart of 
I must however remark, that at a meet- our loving, tender Jesus seemed closed 
ing before this baptismal festival, a young | her. At length she left us, to 
girl had been so overcome by the preach- | seek in retirement the gift without which 
ed word, that she fell on her knees and | She could no longer exist. When she 
implored pardon for her sins, which was | returned to us, her countenance wore a 
imparted to her. So great was the smile of peace and joy. She had heard 
movement at Berlinchen, that as br.| ‘he blessed words, —“ Arise, daugh- 
Wiehler could not be there himself every | te", thy sins are forgiven thee.” Now 
Lord's day,-at his request br. Fischer sounds of rejoicing were heard, and it 
and myself have alternated in holding | V4 late before we separated. 

A fortnight ago br. B was bap- 
tized, and on the same day six converts 
gave testimony of their faith in Christ 


sins aro forgiven theo.” 


One young woman, however, still con- 


* A missionary supported by Lady Peto, 
don. 
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before the assembled brethren. 
Wiehler hopes to spend Christmas with 
us, when he will baptize eight believers 
here also. 

Thus the gospel is achieving one tri- 
umph after another here, to the glory of 
God and to the salvation of many sin- 
ners. May such signal blessing act as 
an incentive to ceaseless labor and prayer 
on our part, for the coming of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR, J. B. JONES, 


Mr. Jones writes under date of Jan. 20, 
1857, that since the last account, he has at- 
tended ten meetings, three of which were two 
days’ meetings, and one a four days’ meeting. 
His labors were mostly restricted to the coun- 
try within sixteen miles of the station, so 
that he might spend the more time in translat 


ing. 


Mecting at Delaware town. 


The four days’ meeting was the annual 
meeting at Delaware town. My father 
had just recovered from an attack of fe- 
ver, and was not able to attend. 

In company with br. Christie, (Gas- 
annee,) | reached the camp-ground on 
Thursday. There was marked improve- 
ment since last year, in the preparations 
for accommodating the people, some of 
whom came from great distances. ‘The 
camps were the best and largest I had 
ever seen, not excepting many in the 
states. They form a hollow square, in 
the centre of which stands the meeting- 
house, which is eighty feet long. Around 
the meeting-house thirty-nine buildings 
had been erected, varying in size from 
eight feet square to filty feet by twenty, 
and designed for the accommodation of 
such as came to the meetings from re- 
mote points. 

The meeting was not so numerously 
attended as atsome times. ‘The number 
present, however, was about a thousand. 
During the four days, we had a prayer 
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ing. Public worship commenced daily 
at about half past nine, A. M., and con- 
tinued, with the necessary intermissions, 
till nine or ten, P. M. During the meet- 
ing, sixty or seventy anxious persons 
came forward for prayer, many of them 
repeatedly. Three of the anxious,—a 
man with hig wife and sister,—came 
about a hundred and twenty miles for 
nothing else, as he told me, but to seek 
religion. Several backsliders were re- 
claimed, but only three converts were 
baptized. 


Triumph of grace. 


In one of the camps lay sick a man 
with whom I was accquainted before his 
conversion. He was then a drunkard, 
passionate and licentious. I have seen 
him in his fits of intoxication, whooping 
like amadman, and covered with blood 
and dust. Br. Upham saw him once hew 
aman to the earth with a bowie-knife, 
and leave him so gashed that his recov- 
ery was almost beyond hope. But some 
years ago, the Saviour of the vilest of 
sinners touched his heart. 

Ile now lay racked with pain. His 
life was evidently drawing to a close, but 
his faith in Christ was strong. I went 
to his bedside, and after conversation, in 
which he expressed strong faith and joy 
in the hope of soon meeting his Saviour, 
we sang a hymn. As a large number of 
people had gathered around the camp, 
we changed our visit into a meeting for 
prayer and exhortation. 

Every evening after public exercises, 
and also every morning before preach- 
ing, we had a meeting for prayer and 
exhortation at his bedside. His words 
were those of prayer and praise. He 
expressed a triumphant joy in view of 
death. 

On Sunday night he tried to tell me 
how much he loved the Saviour. He 
said that Christ had saved him in spite of 
his great wickedness, and the dishonor 
he had brought on his cause. _ His words 
were interrupted by groans and short 
breath ; but he kept on talking and said, 


meeting a little after sunrise each morn- 


“Soon after the death of one of my 
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children, I was walking in the woods 
alone. Before this I had made a profes- 
sion of religion, but had again gone 
back to the ways of sin. The death of 
my child made me think of my former 
sinfulness, and of my great wickedness 
in forsaking Jesus. I saw what a bad 
man I was, and how much I had sinned 
against God. My mind was pained, and 
I fell to the earth under the burden. 1 
saw something come over me, perhaps it 
was light, but it seemed to press upon 
me. I heard words that told me how 
wickedly I had acted. For some time I 
knew nothing. When my senses re- 
turned, I prayed and wept. There, 
while lying on the ground in the woods, 
I determined to give myself up to Jesus 
who died to save me. From that time I 
have tried to live a new life. I have 
prayed to Him and worked for Him. I 
have worked to get something to feed 
the people with, when they come to the 
meeting. I want to stay here longer to 
do more ; but if my Saviour wants me to 
go, I am ready and glad to leave this 
life of pain. Ido not fear. I have no 
doubts, and have not had fora long time. 
I believe I am going to heaven.” He said 
much more, but all were words of joy 
and strong faith. 


Ripe fruit gathered. 


On Sunday night, after preaching, we 
had prayer meetings simultaneously at all 
the camps. I attended the one at the 
sick man’s bedside and stayed. Br. Ta- 
ne-no-le watched with him the rest of 
the night. On Monday morning, in the 
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last we were to have before separating,— 
the bell tolled. When its ring had 
ceased, br. Downing arose and told us 
that our brother who had been sick had 
| just breathed his last, that only a few 
| minutes ago his spirit had taken its flight 
into eternity ; that while we were attend- 
ing the last prayer meeting of this an- 
nual gathering, God had stepped down 
among us and taken our brother home 
with Him. 

Br. Downing said that a few weeks 
before, at the Verdigris camp-mecting, 
that brother had shown him a bruised 
hand and said, “I bruised this hand at 
work providing for the camp-meeting at 
Delaware town. Let nothing hinder 
you preachers from coming. We have 
worked hard. We have worked hard in 
providing camps and food for a large 
congregation, that the people may come 
and hear the gospel, and now you 
preachers must not fail to come and 
preach to them.” Br. Downing said, “I 
have often thought of these words since, 
and they have urged me on to do more 
to turn sinners to God. Our brother 
lived to see that meeting through, for 
| which he labored to provide; and while 
we have been in this house, engaged in the 
last camp-meeting, God has taken him to 
his reward. Let us be more prayerful 
and more faithful, that we may follow 
him in the road that leads to heaven.” 

Another prayer or two, and our meet- 
ing closed. We hope God was among 
us, that He came down not only to take 
our brother home, but also by the con- 
verting power of his Spirit to work on 


midst of the early prayer meeting,—the | 


the hearts of the impenitent. 


BOWEN’S CENTRAL AFRICA.* 


In this volume, Mr. Bowen, a mission- 
ary of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
* Adventures and Missionary Labors in several 
countries in the Interior of Africa, from 1849 
t 1856. By T. J. Bowen. Charleston. 


Southern Baptist Publication Society, 1857. 
pp. 359. 12mo. 
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gives an extended account of his journeys 
into the central regions of Africa, the 
geography of the country, the manners, 
arts, culture and religion of the different 
tribes, and the efforts hitherto attempted 
for their evangelization. Much infor- 
mation is communicated in respect to 
the older and best known settlements, as 
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Sierra Leone and Monrovia, on the 
coast, as well as the Yéruba and other 
populations in the interior. After a 
brief review of explorations in Africa 
from the earliest times, and of missions 
on that continent, he describes Liberia,— 
its native and colonized inhabitants, their 
houses, schools, agriculture and _pros- 
pects. He then narrates his travels 
among the Gollas in 1850, and his voyage 
to Badagry and observations on the slave- 
coast. After*a detention of eighteen 
months, he proceeded among the Abbeo- 
kutas and Exzbas, and commenced in 
1854 the Yéruba mission at Ijaye. The 
following year he visited Hlorin in the 
interior at two different periods. The 
volume abounds in interesting statements 
touching those hitherto unexplored re- 
gions, and is a new testimony to the in- 
debtedness of geographical science to 
Christian missions. 

From Mr. Bowen's account of his re- 
ception by Bioku, the chief of an interior 
town, on his way to Isehin in the heart 
of Yéruba, we take an extract which in- 
dicates that there is at least a degree of 
preparation on the part of the people to 
receive the gospel. 


One day Pioku sent for me and show- 
ed me his Bible, a cheap duodecimo copy, 
ga by the British and Foreign 

ible Society, and probably sold or given 
tohim by some Yéruba man, who had 
resided in Sierra Leone, as a re-captured 
slave. He knew it to be the word of 
God, and treated it with great and per- 
haps respect. How eagerly 
he would have read it, if he had only 
been able! But the heavenly message 
was sealed up and shut out from his 
soul. He next invited me to the house 
of his ennikeji, associate, or lieutenant, 
and showed me all his idols, and the 
other symbols of his religion. ‘They 
were neatly arranged in a broad niche 
or little room, and concealed by acurtain. 
When I told the old man of the Saviour 
revealed in the Bible, he listened with 

reat attention, but could not agree that 

is own mediators, of which the images 

were only symbols, had no power with 
God. In Africa, as everywhere else, 
the doctrine that Christ is all in all, 
the one and only Saviour, is a stumbling 
stone to the natural man. 

For several days the people were too 
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much engaged in looking and wondering 
at the white man, to pay much attention 
to the gospel. It was not long however, 
before a number of persons were deeply 
interested. I was told that one or two 
of Bioku’s sons had laid aside their idols. 
For several days a middle aged woman 
named Oyindala, came almost eve 
morning to hear me preach. When 
first observed her, she was evidently un- 
der deep concern, but I thought best to 
let her pass without any special instrue- 
tion. She had not yet spoken to me. 
At last she came to see me, with a coun- 
tenance beaming with joy, and began to 
tell how she had been distressed, since 
hearing the word of God, and how she 
now believed in Jesus the Saviour. 
Next day she brought her idols to be 
destroyed. Although it is my uniform 
manner to give prominence to the histor- 
ical facts of the gospel, including baptism, 
I was rather surprised when she said,“ I 
want you to baptize me.” Knowing that 
I must soon go forward, and might never 
see her again, so as to instruct her in all 
things which follow baptism, (Matt. 
xxvii. 20,) I felt constrained to refuse 
her request. 
* * 

We have frequently thought that all 
heathens are idolaters, but this is not the 
case in Yéruba. I have met with several 
of both sexes, who declared that the 
had never worshipped an idol. This is 
a natural result of the pure theism of 
their natural religion. Every body in 
that country believes in one true and 
living God, of whose character they of- 
ten entertain surprisingly correct notions. 
Most of the people worship certain im- 
aginary creatures, whom they regard as 
mediators between God and men; but 
there are some who reject such mediation 
and attempt to hold direct communica- 
tion with God himself. So far as my 
observation extends, this class of people 
are usually sensible and moral, and easily 
impressed by the doctrine of atonement 
and mediation as propounded in the 
gospel.” 

Mr. Bowen had an interesting inter- 
view during this visit with some Moham- 
medans, who manifested less bigotry 
than is generally found among people of 
that faith. 

Among my other visitors were several 
Mohammedans, who generally listened 
respectfully to the word. One party in 
particular appeared to be much impress- 


ed. When they first came, their spokes- 
man introduced them by saying, “ We 
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have long heard that there are people in 
the world who are better acquainted with 
God than we are. After a while we 
heard that some of them (the English 
missionaries) had come to Badagry; 
then they came to Abbeokuta, and now 
you have come into Yéruba. The peo- 
ple told us that you are a good natured 
man, who receives everybody, and we 
have come to hear you talk.” I told them 
about the history of Christ, and the gos- 
pel plan of salvation, and they raised 
several objections from the Koran. In 
speaking about making war on the heath- 
en, as the Koran enjoins, I said in the 
figurative style which always pleases the 
Africans, “I ama soldier; I have come 
here to fight with the heathen and with 
you Mohammedans; here is my sword 
(taking up the Bible)—the true sword 
of God ; i use it with my tongue; when 
this sword enters a man’s ear and pierces 
into his heart he is killed, not his body, 


but his soul is killed to the love of sin, of 


idols, of Mohammed, and he rises a new 
man to live a new and holy life for God.” 
This made an impression, and I followed 
it up warmly for a few minutes with 
doctrine and exhortation. When they 
arose to depart, at the end a long con- 
versation, their spokesman said, * You 
have smitten us with the sword, but we 
are not offended.” These men continued 
to come for several days, and even per- 
mitted their caravan to leave them be- 
hind, that they might hear more of the 


gospel. 

In June, 1854, Mr. Bowen erected a 
small mission chapel at Ijaye, and inthe 
following month baptized a man, and not 
long after, a woman. Three others were 
baptized within a few months. In the 
following autumn Mr. Bowen proceeded 
to Oghomoshaw, fifty miles further in the 
interior, to begin a new station. Of his 
labors in Ijaye he says,— 


Our preaching labors were incessant 
and ardent, so that every corner of Jjaye 
heard the gospel. A volume might be 
filled with interesting incidents connect- 
ed with these labors. Many times the 
people heard with such rapt attention 
that a stranger would have thought that 
the whole town was on the point of turn- 
ing to God. Others opposed at times, 
with equal ardor. In one district of the 
town, the opposition was so violent that 
I could not make my appearance but 
they would begin to cry out ekpa drisha 
—‘wonderful érisha.” One evening, af- 
ter meeting with two or three such re- 
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ceptions, I was moving home rather sadly, 
when a company of men who were sit- 
ting undera tree requested me to preach 
to them. A little farther on, the request 
was repeated by others. People often 
came to our house on purpose to hear ; 
others came merely to look at us, and 
their visits were often annoying ; but our 
duty to Christ and to souls required us 
to exereise as much patience as pos- 
sible. 

The following remarks indicate a sad- 
der state of things in respect to the 
availability of the gospel to the heathen 
natives than we were prepared to antici- 
pate. We cannot but hope that the re- 
mark at the beginning is either not well 
considered, or founded in mistake. 


Most of the missionaries in Africa 
preach in English. In Sierra Leone 
and Liberia, and at some other places, 
the native must understand English, or 
live and die without hearing the gospel, 
though it is administered regularly in his 
town. Very few of those who pretend 
to understand English, can comprehend 
what is said in the fine classical style of 
the missionary. Sometimes the preacher 
isa German, whose accent would puzzle 
an Englishman, much more an African. 
Vast amounts of preaching are thrown 
away by missionaries. At Cape Coast 
Castle and other places,a native man in- 
terprets from the lips of the English 
speaking preacher. What the interpre- 
ter calls * high English,” or “deep Eng- 
lish,” is often an unknown tongue to him, 
and of course he cannot tell the people 
what the preacher has said, though he is 
sure to tell them something. Under the 
best circumstances, the gospel is much 
impaired by passing through the mind 
and lips of an ignorant interpreter. 
Even some of the missionaries who 
speak the native tongue, do it most im- 
perfectly, for they have never intended 
to undergo the patient and protracted 
labor which would make them masters of 
the subject. The one great fault ot some 
missionaries is a desire to discharge their 
duties with the least possible trouble. 
They cannot endure the annoyance of 
intercourse with the natives; they can- 
not submit to the toil of mastering a 
barbarous tongue; they cannot preach 
and talk everywhere in addition to the 
chapel services. 

In 1855, Mr. Bowen resolved to visit 
Illorin, a city still farther in the interior. 
The inhabitants, of different tribes, are 
mostly bigoted Mohammedans. The 
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Yérubas are the most numerous. When 
Mr. Bowen proposed to visit the place 
in 1852, he was told that no Christian 
could be permitted to enter the town. 
The same and worse stories were repeat- 
ed in the two succeeding years. But 
notwithstanding the unfavorable reports, 
Mr. B. was encouraged to make the at- 
tempt, and assured that a large minority 
of the citizens of Ilorin were heathen 
and would rejoice to hear the gospel. 

On arriving, his reception by the king 
was more gracious than could have been 
expected. The king sent for him to at- 
tend a public audience. 


Ile was seated behind a screen or cur- 
tain, with two or three hundred nobles, 
alufas and principal men in front, on his 
left hand. They were sitting on the 
bare pavement, with their shoes off, but 
their heads were covered with caps and 
turbans. I was directed to sit directly 
in front’ of the king at a distance of 
about thirty feet. Several interpreters 
and attendants took their seats between 
me and the king, a little to his right. He 
began the conference with many and oft 
repeated salutations in the Yéruba lan- 
guage, and then proceeded to interro- 
gate me in the Hausa language, which 
the interpreters translated. The object 
of this may have been to give all, both 
Hausas and Yérubas an opportunity of 
hearing all that was said. Ile asked my 
name and age, the name of my mother, 
whether I were an Englishman; the 
name ofour king, whether I were a Mus- 
sulman (Mohammedan), and what was 
my object in coming to Ilorin. Tan- 
swered each question as it was pro- 
pounded, and they gave me ample time 
to express myself fully. When L replied, 
“(od is our king,” I felt as no man can 
feel who acknowledges an earthly mon- 
arch. King Suta appeared to be im- 
pressed by the declaration, for he an- 
swered, “ God is enough.” When I said 
that I was not a Mohammedan, they 
inquired whether I knew Mohammed ? 
I told them yes, I had two Korans. 
“Do you serve Moses?” they con- 
tinued. “No; Moses wrote the truth, 
but he was my fellow servant, not my 
master. We deny allegiance to all crea- 
tures, even to angels.”  Glances and 
smiles of approbation told that this 
ew had produced the intended effect. 

t 
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in coming to Ilorin, I was just in a frame 
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of mind to speak freely of salvation 
through Christ. They listened atten- 
tively and offered no objections. When 
I had finished, the king told me to return 
with Nasamu, and we left them to dis- 
cuss my proposition to come and live in 
Ilorin. 

I was informed that the king and most 
of the nobles were much pleased with 
our interview. On the following day I 
went out to the river Assa, which flows 
not far from the southern wall, and 
found it to be about -_ yards in width. 
It is not navigable to the Niger, owing 
to a ledge of gneiss rocks, some distance 
below Illorin. 

A few days after my first audience, 
the king sent for me to have a private 
interview, and requested me to bring the 
dinjila or New Testament. This time 
he raised the curtain and had me sit near 
to him. Only one man was present. 
The king examined the Bible which I 
had brought, and requested me to read 
to him. I read and translated Luke’s 
account of the conception. We then 
had the following conversation : 

“ Why do you wish to live in Illo- 
rin?” 

“ To preach the gospel.” 

“What do you say, when you preach ?” 

I gave him a brief, distinct outline of 
the Christian religion. 

“ We are Mohammedans here.” 

“1 know you are Mohammedans, and 
that is the reason I want to live among 
you, and teach you the whole word of 
God.” 

“Tam afraid that your religion will 
spoil ours.” 

God commands all men, high or low, 
to repent and believe the gospel.” 

“if any man should believe here in 
Ilorin, what would.he do?” 

“If any one should believe I would 
baptize him in the river Assa, and 
thenceforth, if he were really a believer, 
he would lead a new and holy life.” 


* * * 


On the day that I left Morin, the 
king sent for me to visit him at his pri- 
vate house. Dangarri now informed me 
that I should have land to build on, 
* your own house, your servant's house, 
and the house of God.” With this assur- 
ance, | was dismissed to go home and 
make preparation for removing to Iforin 
after the close of the rains, or in about 
six months. Nasamu and several others 
accompanied me to the gate, and I bade 
farewell to Ilorin, surprised and pleased, 
yet doubting as to the final result. 
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An extended narrative of the work of God 
in Sweden was given in the Magazine for 
Feb., 1856. The number for March, p. 87, 
contained a notice of the persecutions en- 
dured by the converts on account of their 
faith. In connection with the information 
furnished in those articles, the following com- 
munication, which we find in the “ News of 
the Churches,” will be read with deep in- 
terest. 

The Lord’s work continues to ad- 
vance in Sweden, in the awakening and 
converting of souls throughout various 
districts of the land. We have at pres- 
ent two special and remarkable events 
to record, both destined, as we trust, to 
issue in the most important results. 

The first of them is the formation in 
Stockholm of an Evangelical Father- 
land’s Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel. *This took place in the 
beginning of June. Its directors are 
men of various ranks, — noblemen, mer- 
chants, ministers, &c. Its object is to 
provide and distribute evangelical lit- 
erature, to send forth colporteurs, and 
to bind together believers in the fellow- 
ship of evangelical effort. We make 
the following abstract from the first 
quarterly report. 

The Society had more than thirty 
provincial members, in different dis- 
tricts in the country. Five colporteurs, 
supported by the society have, during 
the summer, been distributing in their 
allotted districts the word of God. Not- 
withstanding some opposition, their work 
on the whole has been hailed with spe- 
cial favor. The hunger after the word 
of the living God has been great and 
giaddening. 

Six colporteurs, who were employed 
at the cost of a few private individuals 
in Nerike and southern Westmanland, 
have been placed at the disposal of the 
society. Some students from Upsala 
also, with the permission to preach 
which such can obtain, have travelled, 
preaching the word, in Sodermanland 
and Upland. Many letters have been 
received, both from ministers and lay- 
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sent to their neighborhood. It was in- 

, tended to open a school for colporteurs 
in October. The number who have 
given in their names as students is 
already so great that no more can be 
received this year. 

Several previously existing tract so- 
cieties have sent to the society letters 
of congratalation. From various quar- 
ters information has been received that 
friends have fixed the second Sabbath 
of each month for prayer on behalf of 
the home mission, and a collection on 
behalf of this society. The society has 
begun to hold public prayer meetings 
on the third Friday of every month, 
when information is given concerning 
the progress of its labors. It is in- 
tended to commence at the beginning 
of this year the publication of a 
monthly periodical. Since the society 
began its operations, 150 orders for 
tracts have be received. 

Within this period 122,713 tracts 
have been put in circulation in all parts 
of the land. The receipts of the society 
have been $1,375. 

As an encouraging and animating 
evidence of the willingness of those 
Swedes who have been brought to 
Christ, to aid their country by their 
worldly substance, it deserves to be 
mentioned, in addition to these details, 
that an individual has purchased, at an 
expense of 22,000 rixdollars (nearly 
£1200, a very large sum in that coun- 
try), a suitable house for a colporteur 
school and a mission institution, and has 
presented it to this society. 

There are and have been other tract 
and home mission societies, both in 
Stockholm and other parts, working 
vigorously in the cause of the Re- 
deemer. 

The second event to which we refer 
is the proposal by the king, in his speech 
at the opening of Parliament on 23d 
October, — of the abolition of the old 
intolerant statutes : — 

“ A toleration grounded on their own 
unalterable conviction, and their respect 


men, begging that colporteurs may be 


for the spiritual belief of others, char- 
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acterizes the Protestant church; and, 
in particular, becomes that people whose 
hero-king, the great Gustavus Adolphus, 
with illustrious victories, and at the sac- 
rifice of his own blood, laid the founda- 
tion of freedom of thought in central 
Europe. The statutes which restrict 
religious liberty, and the free exercise 
of religious worship, ought, therefore, 
to disappear, and the common law thus 
to be brought more into harmony with 
the aim of the constitutional law (Sect. 
16).* A proposal for this, also for 


* This section is, “ The king shall neither 
coerce, nor allow any one to coerce, the con- 
science of another, but shall sustain every 
one in the free exercise of his religion, so far 
as he does not disturb the peace of the com 
munity, or cause public scandal.’ The date 
of this constitution is 1810. 

There is reason to fear that less is to be ex- 
pected from this utterance on the part of the 
king, than at first might appear. These ex- 
pressions, contained in the king's opening 
speech before the Diet, exhibit his individual 
opinion. But itisknown that many members 
of the Diet are opposed to so generous a tol- 
eration as seems to be contemplated by the 
monarch. Neither are the influential mem- 
bers of the government, nor many of the 
common people able to entertain, as yet, so 
large an idea of Christian liberty. ‘The pro- 
posal of the king is first to be handed to the 
Supreme Court for the report of the judges, 
and then to pass under the discussion of the 
assembled states, before it can become the 
law of the realm. Religious freedom in Eu- 
rope, both in Catholic and Lutheran countries, 
has to fight its way step by step, and no hu- 
man intelligence can see how long it must be 
before it is fully installed. As an indication 
how little is to be hoped for, we present the 
following syllabus of the laws mitigating the 
punishments for dissent from the Lutheran 
church, and which are proposed to be passed. 
1. The laws inflicting confiscation and ban- 
ishment on persons leaving the Lutheran 
church are abrogated, and persons desiring 
to separate from the Swedish church are to 
give formal notice of their purpose, to be 
entered in the church-books; and until this 
is done, they will be held amenable to the 
national church. 2. For heavier punishments 
prescribed for those who propagate erroneous 
doctrines, is substituted a fine of from one to 
five hundred dollars, or imprisonment from 
two months to a year, with respect to such 
persons us promulgate doctrines hostile tothe 
fundamental doctrines of the Lutheran church 
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doing away with the infliction of expa- 
triation, and for the improving of the 
criminal law in other portions of it, will 
be laid before you.” 

The king goes on to speak of other 
matters of importance in moral and 
social respects : — 

“As a suitable acknowledgment of 
the rights of woman is a new security 
for her fulfilling her mission in society, 
intend to propose that, in accordance 
with the law of other countries, unmar- 
ried women of twenty-five years of age 
shall be counted entitled to act in their 
own right... .. 


“The regulations adopted by last 


beyond the pale of the separated congregation 
to which they belong. 3. If any one by per- 
suasion, threats, or promise of advantage, 
seeks to induce a person to secede from the 
Lutheran church, he shall be fined for the first 
offence, from one to three hundred dollars, 
and for every subsequent offence, be impris- 
oned from two months to a year. 4. Children 
born of parents who are members of the 
Swedish church, shall be considered as bo 
longing to that church, and be trained up in 
its doctrines, even if the parents, after the 
birth of the child, have gone over to another 
communion. If, after marriage, only one of 
the parents leave the church, the law as re 
gards the children born of such marriage, 
shall be the same. 5. No one,on the ground 
of his religious creed, may consider himself 
absolved from obedience to the existing laws. 
6. Meetings not conducted by the national 
clergy, may not be held during the hours of 
public worship, without special permission; 
police officers must be admitted to them ad 
libitum, who have power to dissolve the meet- 
ing if anything occur which is in their opin- 
ion illegal or disorderly. This law may be 
enforced by a penalty of from fifty to one 
hundred dollars, to be levied on the person 
who calls the meeting or opens his house for 
its being held, and not more than ten on each 
one who attends. 

If these laws are, as they are pronounced to 
be by Swedish authorities, an advance 
ment in the right direction, still they are very 
far from what true religious freedom has a 
right to claim. It is evident that the time has 
not yetcome. The reign of oppression must 
be a little lonzer. The new code, if passed, 
will still leave the Baptists of Sweden to drink 
the bitter cup of persecution, as their breth 
ren have been called to do in Mecklenburg, 
and other German states. Ep. Maa.] 
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Parliament regarding the manufacture 
and sale of ardent spirits [i. e., the in- 
crease of the duty two-and-thirty fold] 
have been attended with the happiest 
consequences, both in economical and 
moral respects. I have been rejoiced 
to find that the general opinion has 
powerfully sustained the serious step 
which was taken for putting a check on 
a deep-seated abuse. From the ample 
report which will be laid before you, 
you will also find that some improve- 
ment in the mode of taxation is called 
for, in order that this important end 
may be secured.” 

It is not often that a royal speech 
contains so distinct announcements on 
the side of morality and religious free- 
dom. The friends of evangelical reli- 
gion are delighted with the prospect of 
80 soon obtaining a boon which a few 
years ago seemed distant enough. There 
is reason to apprehend that the papists 
will try to work the change to their own 
advantage. They have been trying to 
gain a footing in Norway. There are 
at present only a few hundreds in 
Sweden altogether. But they can reckon 
on the countenance of the queen and the 
queen-dowager (Bernadotte’s widow), 
both of whom are zealous papists. They 
can count on several of the nobility, 
who are said to have of late privately 
acceded to popery. One of the Romish 
missionaries in Norway has also pub- 
licly boasted of possessing the intimate 
friendship of the present Archbishop of 
Upsala. But the new life which has 
been awakened in the country, and the 
evangelistic efforts that have been so 
vigorously commenced in Stockholm and 
many other parts, come in happily as 
seasonable additions to the old, healthy, 
ardent Protestant or anti-popish spirit 
by which the nation is distinguished, 
and which it has diffused wherever, in 
its brighter days, its arms or its coun- 
cils prevailed. Our brethren, thus, are 
proper objects of our sympathy, our 
prayers, and our pecuniary aid, that 
they may work with suitable energy in 
this important crisis. 
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It may be useful to add one or two 
glimpses of the spiritual life as mani- 
fested in instances of personal conver- 
sion. The following cases are commu- 
nicated by a young minister in the 
south : — 

“When, two years ago just about 
this time, I came to this pastorate, there 
were only two or three individuals in it 
who had any understanding of spiritual 
things, and this they had received in a 
congregation about one [Swedish] mile 
distant. When I had preached about 
three Sabbaths, a person came to me 
one day requesting me to visit a sick 
soldier from a neighboring parish. From 
the description which I got of the man, 
I concluded that he was an individual 
who had already attracted my notice by 
the attention with which he listened to 
the sermon. When I visited ‘him, I 
found him lying sick of a fever, with 
little expectation of recovery. After I 
had conversed with him for a litde on 
the state of his soul, he gave me the 
following narrative: — On the Satur- 
day immediately preceding the Sabbath 
on which he was awakened, through a 
sermon in D—— church (the text was 
Matt. xxii. 1-14,— the parable of the 
marriage-feast and the wedding-gar- 
ment), he had had a dream. He 
thought that he was in a church in 
which there lay a great collection of 
clothes with names upon them. Te be- 
gan to search, but found no garment 
with Ais name on it. In the morning 
he thought earnestly what his dream 
could mean. He went to D church, 
and there, according to his own word, 
he got the interpretation of his dream 
in the sermon. He experienced a deep, 
serious awakening from the Lord, who 
also gave him the wedding garment, in 
which he is now clad, clean and happy. 

“T have mentioned this instance be- 
cause it was the first which occurred 
after I came here, and because it has 
borne so much fruit. First and fore- 
most, it excited so great attention among 
the people, that a person in this profes- 
sion —a soldier — was brought into a 
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state of concern for his soul, for soldiers 
are in general more ungodly than others. 
This man was also a clever shoemaker, 
carrying on that trade when he was not 
with his regiment, and wrought to peo- 
ple that needed his services in their 
own houses. Now, after he believed, 
he began to speak of sin and grace to 
those for whom he came to work; and 
through this means many have been 
made to think seriously about their 
souls. Yea, already the world have be- 
gun to cry that the whole parish of 
M—— have become saints; and the 
state of matters is really such, that a 
special spiritual yale [lit., wind of grace] 
has blown upon the village, so that 
many there now fear the Lord, to the 
mortification of the world and Satan. 
The man is now a shoemaker, a soldier, 
and a fisher of men, and not slothful in 
IIe colports 


any of these characters. 
many tracts, and converses zealously 
with the people while he sews for them. 
Also, when out with his regiment, he 
has, since his conversion, and in spite of 
‘the sneers of his comrades, drawn two 
of them to the use of the Bible. 

“This instance, also, I have men- 
tioned, because it illustrates how God 
can prepare the heart for hearing and 
receiving the gospel preaching. Lord, 
increase for us believing preachers, and 
give us grace to pray for souls before 
they go to the church, that they be 
themselves able to pray when they 
leave the church. 

“A poor boy, about twelve or thir- 
teen years of age, weak and little, was 
made anxious by the word; and as he 
was apprenticed to an ungodly man, a 
tailor, who made his servants work on 
Sundays as on other days, he ere long 
came and asked advice how he ought to 
obey his master when he forbade him to 
attend the worship of God, and com- 
pelled him instead thereof to work. The 
answer could, of course, be no other 
than that both he and his master ought 
to keep the day of the Lord; and that 
if his master would not obey the com- 


should follow his conscience, and say 
to his master, ‘We must obey God 
rather than man.’ 
the boy returned, and with tears told 
me that his master had whipped him 
because he refused to work on Sun- 
days. 
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After a short time 


I admonished him to sacrifice 
his back rather than his conscience, 
and to hold on, assuring him that 
God would not allow him to suffer more 
than he was able to bear. On the 
following Sunday the master, with the 
whip in his hand, came t» the boy, who 
sat reading, and said to him, * Choose 
now which you will,— either to work or 
to taste this whip. The boy, after a 
moment's silence, answered, * You may 
rather whip me, for my conscience tells 
me not to work to-day.’ This answer 
did not break the ungodly master’s 
heart, but had such influence on him 
that he did not punish him at that time. 
“A man, whose wife made frequent 
use of the Bible, and diligently attended 
the meetings for its exposition, which 
were held in the church, had one day, 
during his wife’s absence, gone home, 
and having considered how he might 
best crush the Readerism [Methodism] 
in her, adopted the resoluticn to take all 
her books and lock them in a chest, so 
that she could not get*at them. This 
resolution he carried out before she re- 
turned. As she was coming in at the 
door, he met her with the information 
that he had done so. She merely 
answered, ‘ You have never before been 
so zealous,’ and otherwise she was as 
kind as if nothing had happened. This 
kindness astonished the husband, so that 
at night he could not sleep, but at last 
burst out, saying to her, ‘I have not 
acted rigltly towards you, but it was 
your own father who counselled me to 
take the books from you. 1 will now 
myself read them and see what they 
say.’ He immediately, in right earnest, 
examined them. The consequence was, 
that he began himself joyfully to accom- 
pany his wife to the church, and forth- 
with allowed her freely to attend reli- 


mand of God, he, at least, for his part, 


gious meetings.” 
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To these notices we add from the “ Evan- 
gelical Christendom,” an account of a recent 
visit of Mr. Dickson, a Scotch gentleman, to 
Sweden. The statements were made by 
him at a late meeting in Glasgow. He speaks 
as an eye witness. 


From Norway he proceeded to Gotten- 
burg, and thence to Motala, the centre 
of the engineering works in Sweden. 
At a farm near this place, in the dusk of 
the evening, he heard a bell ringing, and 
observed the farm laborers from all parts 
congregating to one rendezvous. He 
learned that the nobleman to whom the 
estate belonged, had provided for all his 
people religious instruction, morning and 
evening. Though they wrought hard, 
as they must do during their short sum- 
mer, they were most diligent in their 
attendance at morning and evening 
prayers, the morning devotions being con- 
ducted at so.early an hour as six o'clock. 
It was a striking circumstance that, till 
within the last year or two, this very 
neighborhood was notorious for wicked- 
ness. Now, the dishonest had become 
honest, and the eye-servant a servant as 
in the sight of God. The friend with 
whom he stayed—a manager on the farm 
—stated that he could almost certainly tell, 
when he went to the field, where the 
work had been done by a Christian labor- 
erand where by another. A proprictor, 
not far from this place, wanted a land- 
steward, and one of these people was 
recommended to him. But he was told 
he is “a reader,” a poor man,and may 
not be able to obtain secnrity. “0,” 
said this man, though an ungodly person, 
“if he is a reader he will not need se- 
curity.” People sometimes came to the 
meeting at this farm from all parts of the 
country, to the distance of sixteen miles, 
in search of the word of life. His friend 
told him an interesting story of a little 
girl, who had given evidence that a sav- 
ing change had been wrought upon her. 
She was walking with her father one 
night under the starry sky, intently med- 
itating upon the glories of heaven. At 
last, looking up to the sky, she said: 
“ Father, I have been thinking, if the 
wrong side of heaven is so beautiful, 
what will the right side be!” 
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The revival could not be said to be 
confined to any particular district of the 
country. It had come without any appa- 
rent cause which man could trace, except 
the reading of the Word by the people 
themselves. When he reached Stock- 
holm, his first business was to search out 
the Rey. Mr. Lundburg, at the depot of 
the Tract Society. He found a commit- 
tee of the society sitting, and though he 
could not understand the language, he 
was not three minutes in the room till 
he was struck with the atmosphere of 
the place, the earnestness, and simplicity, 
and brotherly kindness manifest in their 
whole demeanor and proceedings. From 
the porter up to the president of the 
society, there was a cordial sympathy 
and good understanding; and as the 
committee proceeded with their business, 
it was not only figuratively, but often 
literally, hand in hand; for so did they 
often sit in the fullness of their brotherly 
feeling. The porter of the establishment 
was a youth from the island of Gottland, 
who had recently been brought to the 
knowledge of Christ; and so tull was he 
of faith and love, that he was eager to 
pour the overflowings of his heart into 
the ear of any one whom he thought to 
be a Christian. He had got a map of 
his native isle, and had marked in it all 
the places where he thought there were 
living souls, and longed and prayed for 
those places not yet similarly blessed. 
Whenever he heard of any one going to 
the island, he was instant and earnest 
with them to take bibles. 

One hopeful circumstance in conneec- 
tion with the work there, was, that 
Christian men and women seemed to set 
themselves to consider what service they 
were able to do in the cause of Christ, 
and then at once to employ in Tis service 
the talent which God had given them. 
Thus, a printer, who had a good acquaint- 
ance with English, had translated and 
printed the “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” and 
“ Holy War.” Ile (Mr. Dickson) had 
also brought with him a bundle of tracts, 
by the Rev. Mr. Ryle, which had been 
translated into Swedish. And it would 
give some idea of the extent to which 
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the interest and awakening had gone, 
when he mentioned that the Rev. New- 
man Hall's tract, “ Come to Jesus,” had 
been already sold to the extent of 90,- 
000 copies. Then there was a hymn- 
book, and other instructive books for 
children, among which were “ White 
Robes,” by Dr. Bonar, of Kelso, and 
many others well known in this country. 
An excellent Christian lady in Stock- 
holm, employed herselfin the translation 
of these little books. Not long ago, this 
lady was travelling in the north, and on 
entering a cottage, was much interested 
in finding that the housewife was engaged 
in reading a tract which she herself had 
translated. Here and there the good 
seed of the Word was falling, “ here a 
little, and there a little,” all over the 
country, with the prospect, through the 
blessing of God, of an abundant har- 
vest. 

Notwithstanding the severity of the 
laws against conventicles, there still was 
and always had been, a free press. You 
cannot speak the truth, but you ean print 
it as much as you like. The society was 
most anxious to start a children’s paper. 
The society only commenced operations 
in June, and when last he heard, they 
had circulated about 300,000 books and 
tracts in all parts of Sweden. 

The movement was not confined to one 
particular class. Tlere and there, there 
was one and another among the landed 
proprietors who had been made the sub- 
jects of the grace of God. One landed 
proprietor, some two or three years ago, 
had been bereaved of his whole family 
of four children. In his anguish of heart, 
he bethought himself that he had heard 
of the comfort which “the readers” de- 
rived from the Bible in such circumstan- 
ces. Ile went accordingly to the New 
Testament, not in search of Christ, but 
in search of comfort. He came upon that 
verse in the third chapter of the Ro- 
mans: “ Therefore, we conclude that a 
man is justified by faith, without the 
deeds of the law.” He started, and 
wondered if it could be true that the 
bible required us to accept of salvation 
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for nothing, and be saved by the right~ 
eousness of another. So thorough whs 
his impression, that there must be some 
misprint or mistranslation, that he con- 
sulted the references in the margin. 
The first reference to which he was di- 
rected was in Galatians, where, three 
times in one verse, the same statement 
was made. His inquiry did not stop 
here, and soon he received the truth in 
the love of it. This gentleman now 
employed seven colporteurs to circulate 
the Word of God. 

Much good was also done by pious 
day school teachers, and there were some 
examples in different parts of the coun- 
try of remarkable usefulness on the part 
of Christian ladies. ‘There were about 
900 students at the university of Upsala, 
of whom there were now twenty-five or 
thirty avowed disciples of Christ. When 
an awakening took place at an iron- 
works, the people directed their eyes to 
the Tract Society. ‘The society could 
send them no agent, but sent the letter 
to the students at Upsala, who chose one 
from among their number to act as mis- 
sionary among them. These students 
had started a Monthly Visitor for cireula- 
tion. 


ZULU MISSION OF THE AMERICAN 


BOARD. 


This mission is in charge of seven mission- 
aries, assisted by two native pastors, three 
licensed preachers, twenty-one catechists, 
who are virtually preachers, ten other helpers, 
and about sixty Christian  school-teachers. 
In a letter giving account of their last annual 
meeting, the missionaries make the following 
representation of 


What has been effected. 


We cannot but think that the gospel 
has effected much more for the Zulus by 
means of our mission, than American 
Christians generally seem to be aware; 
and more than it has done, during the 
same length of time, (for it must be 
borne in mind that the nominal age of 
our mission is just about twice that of its 
real, working age,) by means of any 


122 


Miscellany. — Zulu Mission of the American Board. 


[April, 


=—— == 


modern mission among a purely barbar- 
ou people, excepting perhaps the Sand- 
wich islanders. Ten years ago there 
were no churches, and not more than 
one or two converts connected with the 


has, however, recently reduced this num- 
ber to less than two hundred. At the 
older stations every year shows a decided 
advance in civilization; and nothing, in 
a worldly point of view, so tends to pro- 


mission. Now, there are eight churches, 
embracing about one hundred and ninety- 
five members in good standing, fourteen 
of whom have been baptized during the 


mote civilized tastes, habits and em- 
ployments, as these wagons, carts and 
ploughs. 

By the foregoing statement and sum- 


past year; and there are about twenty 
candidates for admission to our churches. 
Among a nation of inveterate polyga- 
mists, where ten years ago the true fam- 
ily relation with its obligations was 
unknown, there are now about one 
hundred married men residing at our 
stations, each the husband of one wife 
only, the majority of whom have been 
married by a Christian minister, in ac- 
cordance with civilized usage. Of these 
one hundred families, there are sixty or 
more in which both the husband and 


mary of results, it has not been our ob- 
ject to give a partial and one-sided view ; 
nor would we be understood as being at 
all satisfied with the degree of progress 
which has been made; but we think it 
possible that the tone of our letters for 
the past three or four years has savored 
so much of disappointment, that our fel- 
low Christians in America have begun to 
feel that the men and means expended 
upon their South African mission, if not 
absolutely wasted, were very disadvan- 
A glance at the 
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tageously employed. 


wife are professors of religion, and about 
twenty others where the husband alone 
is a professor, making an aggregate num- 
ber of about eighty households where 
the family altar has been erected, where 
family religion is, to some extent at least, 
maintained, and in which there are 
about one hundred and sixty children 
who have received the ordinance of 
Christian baptism. Between sixty and 
seventy of these families have exchanged 
the barbarous Kafir hut for dwellings bet- 
ter adapted to answer the ends of civ- 
ilized life. Among a people who, but a 
short time since, were without a written 
language, there are now about two hun- 
dred and fifty connected with our mis- 
sion, who are able to read the word of 
God in their own tongue ; and more than 
one-half of these have made different de- 
grees of proficiency in writing. In order 
to show American Christians that these 
people are gradually progressing in civ- 
ilization, we will add that the natives at 
four of our more advanced stations are 
the owners of seven large wagons, twelve 
carts and nine ploughs, and until within 
a few months, they possessed nearly two 
hundred and fifty trained oxen. An epi- 
demic among the cattle of the Colony 


statistics is suflicient to satis!y any one 
acquainted with the history of missions 
in other parts of the world, that the mis- 
sion of the American Board in Natal has 
been by no means a failure. Says one 
of our missionaries, who has been longest 
in the work :“ I have not had many con- 
versions of late, but I have the whole 
time felt full of encouragement and joy 
inmy work. I try daily to do the work 
God has given me, and I hope and trust 
that he will soon, and I expect very 
soon—nay I look for it every day—come 
among us, riding forth in the chariot of 
his salvation, conqueringand to conquer. 
At night, when I see he has not come 
to-day, I find no reason to be discouraged. 
Ile knows best when to come, and best 
how to do his own work. The state of 
feeling (continues this brother) among 
our people is such that a hundred con- 
versions, nay thousands, should not sur- 
prise us. The way of the Lord seems 
prepared.” 

These feelings and hopes, to some ex- 
tent, are entertained by others of our 
number. During the years from 1848 to 
1850, the gracious influences of the Holy 
Spirit were enjoyed in a high degree at 
all the older stations, and hence conver- 


= 
| 

| 

) 

OF 

| 

4 


1857.] 


sions were numerous. Since that time, 
most of our stations and churches have 
been passing through a scene of dark- 
ness and trial. Many distressing cases 
of apostasy have ovcurred, and deter- 
mined and systematic opposition to the 
spread of the gospel has been carried on 
by the natives at the kraals. We have 
reason, however, to believe thatthe dawn 
of a brighter day is at hand. Some of 
those who, a few years ago, turned their 
backs upon the truth, have returned to 
the mission stations and to the ordinances 
of God’s house. Meanwhile, those who 
remained firm in their attachment to the 
gospel when others were falling away, 
have become, we hope, more firmly root- 
ed and grounded in the truth, so thatthe 
moral power of our churches has on the 
whole, perhaps, never been greater than 
at present; and notwithstanding the 
almost universal opposition of the na- 
tives at the kraals to the truth, a few do 
come with some degree of regularity to 
hear us preach.— Miss. Herald, Jan. 


PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL IN 
TURKEY. 


The work of missions commenced in Tur- 
key by the American Board of Commissioners 
has for some time past received pecuniary as- 
sistance from a society in England called the 
“Turkish Missions Aid Society.” This soci- 
ety, formed in a noble Christian spirit, does 
not aim to send forth missionaries of its own, 
but is contented with the honor of contributing 
tothe support of men commissioned and di- 
rected by another and distant organization. 
From the correspondence of this society, 
published in the “Evangelical Christendom,” 
we take the following interesting extracts. 


The work among the Armenians. 


The Rev. Dr. Haulin of Constantinople, 
says, “ We have a fine class of theologi- 
eal students in the seminary (Bebek), 
and my time will be now much devoted 
to them; but there is such a demand for 
labor in the city, that I shall take the 
fauboury of Psamatia, containing, I pre- 
sume, 10,000 or 15,000 Armenians, and 
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there.” Dr. Schauffler says, “ Our sem- 
inary numbers now above fifty students, 
and many more very promising pupils 
could easily be obtained. In fact, I nev- 
er saw such a number of young men of 
high promise collected here, and so many 
more additionally laboring to press in. 
The Lord himself seems to provide the 
men, of whose scarcity we have com- 
plained annually at our general meetings 
for years and years past. The number 
now exceeds our means by far, and what 
shall be done for the rest? And when 
shall we take educated and able laborers 
if we do not educate them, when the need 
of them will press upon us beyond hu- 
man endurance and resistance ? With our 
present number, and the rapid growth 
of the Armenian work, not to speak of 
the Bulgarians, whose importance cannot 
be overrated, we shall unavoidably fall 
far short of men.” 

The conversion of Mohammedans to 
Christianity is no longer a debateable 
possibility, but a fact accomplished, and 
accomplishing in a satisfactory manner 
and on a growing scale. It has been al- 
ready stated in the public prints here 
that two more young Mohammedans 
were baptized in November last. We 
learn that their baptism was preceded 
by what was considered a true, sincere, 
and satisfactory profession of living faith 
in Christ. One is a Turk; the other a 
fugitive from Persia; both of literary 
education, and the last named doubly 
valuable in that respect, as being a use- 
ful help in the translation from the Per- 
sian of the great controversial works of 
Pifander on the foundations of Moham- 
medanism and Christianity. He knows 
both Persian and Arabic, and a!so Turk- 
ish and some Armenian. Added to 
these is a third, who, with the others, has 
given up all for Christ, and who also is 
of a literary capacity, knowing some- 
thing of all these languages. 

It is impossible to learn these facts 
without perceiving the hand of the Lord 
in thus preparing instruments for the 
extension of His work amongst the 


try to bring forward the: incipient work 


Mohammedans. All these and several 
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other Mohammedans, now Christians, 
and Protestant rayahs of the Sublime 
Porte, are educated or supported by the 
funds of the Turkish Missions Aid Soci- 
ety. And it has now also been resolved 
that for the future the Turkish language 
shall be taught to all the students in the 
seminary in Bebek, so as to be prepar- 
ing a band of educated missionaries for 
all Turkey to the Mohammedans. In 
one of his letters, Dr. Schaufiler adds :“ I 
might mention several families and a 
number of individuals, both here and in 
the interior, who will probably soon 
come into a closer connection with us. 
I shall soon communicate to you some 
interesting items from the Kurdish moun- 
tains. The Kuzzilbashis keep pressing 
us for admission into the Protestant de- 
nomination, and we feel embarrassed 
about it. We desire, first, to see some 
real spiritual work among them, not to 
have an ignorant and carnally minded 
nation thrown upon our weak shoulders ; 
and we should, at any rate, first raise 
agencies to preach the gospel to them 
regularly, and to teach them, parents 
and children, but especially the latter. 
Whether we shall succeed in keeping 
them quiet till then, though we strain 
every nerve to make speedy provision 
for their instruction and edification, I 
wot not.” 

Some ofthe Mussulmans above named 


‘are now being instructed in a catecheti- 


cal course, based on the Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Church of England. 


The Rev. Mr. Jones, inaletter dated Mosul, 
Nov. 17, adds :— 


There is a wide spread evangelical 
movement in all these lands; and all 
classes and communities, civil and eccle- 
siastical, are connected with it. What 
encouragement does this afford to prayer- 
ful and hopeful efforts, seeing that God is 
so manifestly going before us, and pre- 
paring the way for the triumphs of the 
gospel and the extension of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom in the East. Very 
much bigotry and gross darkness still 
prevail ; but, so far as I can learn, not a 


tenth part of either as compared with 
the state of things ten years ago. In 
every direction light is springing up ant. 
chasing away the mists of error of many 
generations ; and let us hope, and trust, 
and pray, that ere long the whole land 
may be irradiated with the beams of 
gospel truth. 


The gospel extensively preached. 


Our chief ground of hope, however, 
for Turkey, is that the gospel has free 
course, and is being preached, not by 
the small band of missionaries only, but 
by scores of native preachers and teach- 
ers. It has been our delightful pleasure, 
in travelling from station to station, to 
meet continually with those faithful and 
devoted laborers, and to ses how won- 
derfully the Spirit of God has qualified 
them for their work, and is owning 
and blessing their labors. We have 
also had the peculiar satisfaction of 
being present at the examination for 
the Christian ministry, of the first Mos- 
lem who has ever aspired to that sacred 
office, and of witnessing the sanction 
which was unanimously given to his ap- 
pointment. He was the first convert 
from Moslemism, and is now the first li- 
censed preacher from that religion. 


PROHIBITION OF RELIGIOUS TOR- 
TURES IN INDIA. 


The English Baptist Missionary Her- 
ald quotes an article from the Christian 
Times, which goes toshow that tortures, 
asa part of the superstitious practices 
of the people of, at least, a portion of 
India, are consigned to the same fate as 
infanticide and suttee. The magistrate 
of Poonah, a district of the Bombay 
presidency, has been instructed to issue 
a proclamation for abolishing the custom 
of swinging by the hook, and of self- 
wounding by swords, practised from 
time immemorial by the heathen devo- 
tees. It appears that the enlightened 
part of the Indian community, has for 
some time past, been made sensible of 
the revolting barbarism of such prac- 
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tices. The government, aware of this 
improved state of public opinion, caused 
an inquiry to be instituted, and the result 
of the inquiry is seen«in this humane 
proclamation. Henceforth, any one at- 
tempting to swing, or to be swung by 
flesh-hooks, or to perforate the limbs with 
swords, will be taken into custody by 
the police, and suffer the consequences, 
whatever they may be, of disobedience 
to authority. A discretionary power as 
to the penalty is left with the magis- 
trates. 

The practices now made unlawful in 
the Poonah district it is said were not 
occasional manifestations of religious en- 
thusiasm, but compulsory inflictions. Fif- 
teen families of this district were set 
apart and maintained for the express 


purpose of being thus tortured at the | 


great festivals, and the offerings made to 
the sufferers were applied to the sup- 
port of these families. The sacred 
families are no longer to be permitted to 
live on the price of their own flesh and 
blood, nor to sprinkle with it the won- 
dering idolaters who gloat over human 
suffering as a sacrifice acceptable to the 
Deity. 

It is stated in the same article which 
gives the above gratifying intelligence 
that atthe request of the Indians them- 
selves, young widows,—no longer burnt, 
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indeed, but doomed to acompulsory and 
life-long widowhood,—have been re- 
leased from that obligation and may now 
be received into the bosom of society. 

Against these customs, the tide of 
public feeling had begun to set in, and 
their disuse during a few years, will 
without doubt, be sufficient to render a 
return to them impossible. 

In commenting on these salutary 
changes, the paper above quoted, says : 
“ But what changed the opinions of the 
most intelligent natives? And what 


created any intelligence among them ? 
Undoubtedly, that is owing to the in- 
| fluence of Christian missions ; and if it 
‘had not been for missionaries, councils 
‘and magistrates would never have 
thought of abolishing these various 
forms of suicide and murder. In Rome, 
gladiatorial shows abounded in spite of 
_Ciceronian refinement; so in India, a 
secular civilization would have not only 
left human sacrifice rampant in all its 
forms, but also devised new methods of 
gratifying multitudes with religious eru- 
_elties on a far larger scale. One by one, 
the government has cut the ties which 
_attached it to idolatry, and the specta- 
‘cles and institutions which most effect- 
ually kept alive a blind fanaticism 
among the masses of the natives, have 
| been in succession put out of the way.” 


MISSIONARY UNION. 


MEETINGS. 


The forty-third annual meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union will 


be held in the meeting house of the First Baptist Church, Boston, on Thursday, 
May 21, 1857, at 10 o'clock, A. M., pursuant to arrangements made by the Exec- 


utive Committee in conformity with the 


vote of the Union at its last anniversary. 


The annual sermon will be preached by Rev. Nathaniel Colver, of Ohio, or Rev. 
William H. Shailer, D. D., of Maine, his alternate. 


R. W. Cusuman, Ree. Secretary of Exec. Committee. 


The Board of Managers, according to its vote of adjournment, will meet at the 
same place, on Tuesday, May 19th, at 10, A. M.. 


R. W. C. 


Donations. 


DONATIONS. For. Miss. So. 41; “ a friend, to 
sup. a theo. student in Dr. 
Wade's sch. Lyr.,” 80; N. Day 
25; East Boston Central sqr.,ch., 
BL. tr., Hi- 

ram A. Stevens L, 1005 
Roxbury, Tremont ch, W. 


str. 43; Charlestown, Ist 

Penobeest Aso. J.C. White tr 

Rev. Daniel Steward 8; Dix- is fr. Boardman Miss. so, J. 

mont, Dexter House 3; Ken- W. Roberts tr... and 25 tr. seb. 

duskeag.ch..mon.con. 5 50; Rev. Sch. W. R. Edmands tr... 180: 

T. B. Robinson and wife 8; Au- anew 

150; Bangor, Sab. Brookline, ch, and so., Den 

Ch. , 25.72; Mansiield,¢h. 14: Gicen- 
Piscataquis Asso., B. T. Buck tr., 50.00 


RECEIVED IN Fespruary, 1857. 


Warren ch., Dr. A.W. Kennedy 
tr., of wh. 100 is fr. Mrs. Eliza 
A. Kennedy 125; Kennebunk- 
_ Village ch., N. Haley, Jr. 
r., 83; Pontiac, Edw. Johnson 
1; Eastport, Washington st. ch., 

b. Sch., Juv. Miss. Soc., John 
8. Pierce tr., tow. sup. of a 
child in Mau)main Karen Nor- 
mal sch. 14; Bucksport, Henry 
Darling 10; 


ville.ch 18; Canton, ch. 7.54; 
N. Middleboro’, “a to 
missious 1; Shrewsbury, N. 
Rand 5; afriend 2; Scit- 
uate, Rev. B. Ford 2; Miss 
Khoda kord 10; Agawam. New- 
bury Norton, for a sister 
ed, 10; Weymouth, ch. 10; seuth 
Framingham, ch. 31; N. 
bridye, ch. 6.76; et, 
Timothy F. Hastings tr. 57.19; 


Vorcester, 8d ch., mon. 


Plymouth, ch. 2.25; Carmel, ch. Pleasant. st. ch. 20.43 


5; Etna.ch. 4; Stetson, ch. boro’. Mra, A. Ambler th 
7.79; North Newport, ch. 6.80; other donas, to cons. ber-eli I 
Corinna, ch 3; Rev. D. Stew- M.. 10; Buckiand. Dea 
Wight 6; per Rev. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 


Vil- 
lage ch. 1; ilaimony,ch. 2.10; 
Skowhegan, ch. 1; Canaan. S.F. 
Hubbara 1; Dr. Chase 1; Ciin- 
ton,ch T5cts ; Winslow, Dea. 
Abbott 1; N. Gloucester.ch, 12; 


Rhode Island. 


State Convention, R. B. Chaypmon 
East Dixtield, ch. 3; Marring- tr., Providence, Ist ch.. oi wh. 
ton, ch. 9.63; Yarmouth, ch., of 15.44 is mon. con. in bel.cid 
wh. 13.75 is fr. tem. Burman 18 an. sub. per 1. F. Croohker, 
Miss. Soce., with other donas to collector 33.4; Dine st. ch 
cons. Key. 5. Boothby L. M., wh. $5 16 is mon. con... pe 
42.48; Cline, Kev. F. Merriam, phen Chace, and $5 ir, 
with prev. dones. to cons. Mrs. For. Miss. Soc, per Mrs. AE. 
F. Merriam L. M., 50; per Kev Bradford, to coms. Mrs. 
F. Merriam, ageut, 162 44 Barrows L. M, 
495.44 tuxet, ch., per Miss As 
nold 12; 216.10 
“A Rhode Island Baptist 
eter, alady 2; £2.00 
Central Falls, ch., to eons. 
Greene L. 
High st.ch., 17.80; Weer et 
40; per Rey. J. Aldrich, ay 


it 


New Hampshire. 


Amherst, Luther W. Nichols 4; 
Concord, lt ch. 50; Portsmouth, 
Middle st. ch., Ladies’ Miss. Cir- 
cle 20; 

Sanborton, Rev J. D. Tilton 
3.50; New Borton, ch. 22; Bow, 
ch, Kev. F. Damon 2; Dea. Connecticut. 
Gault and wile 2.50; Manly 
Clough 1; MissCushing 50 ets.; 
Paiker Brown 1; Salisbury,ch., 


er 5; Kila- 
worth, Rey. Le. B. 1; 
H. Greene 1; Pettingill 1; Wallingford, ch. 20; Danbury, 
Mis. Bailey 2; Mrs. Coombs 1; Nathan P Gillett 5; "$1.00 
East Northwood, ¢h., John L. Montville, Union eh. 4.31; Water- 
Crocket 10; John G. Cate and ford, 2d ch, 27.65; Meriden, 
family 2.50; Mr. and Mrs. Pills- cl... with other donas. to cons. 
bury 2; Brentwood, ch. 10.50; Wm.J_ Ives, and Mrs. Vineey, 
Pittsiield, ch., mon. con. 5.16; A. Birdsey IL. M.. 150: Preston 
Plaistow, ch., mon. con. 6; Great City, Rev: Levi Meech, with oth: 
Falls, ch. 24; Warner, ch. 7; er donas. to cons. L. W. Meech 
Rumney, ch 16.95; Plymouth, L. M., 10; per Rev. J. Aldrich, 
ch. 3; Concord, Ist ch.” 50; per ayent, 9 
Rev Ui. Tonkin, agent, 1361 New London, Ist ch. 10.26: 2d 
— 247.61 ch.. and few mem. of 
ton st ch. 31; Henry I. linves, 
Vermont. for Capt. Morgan 25; per Rev 
Hinesburg, M. G. Bostwick 2 ; 
West Wardeboro’, E. P. Merri, —- 
field 2; Mis. E. P. Merrifield 1 


Cornwall, Roxalana Peet 2, 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, Charles st. ch., Fem. Miss. 
Soc. 75; South ch.. Young La- 
dies’ Miss. So., Miss K. E. Monk 
t., 12; Harvard st. ch., Ladies’ 


New York. 


Salem, Ist ch., Sab. Sch. 2; Otselic 
ch. 6; Northville, George Fish- 
er 25; Albion, John E. Bishop 
5; Brooklyn, Mary E. Carty t’ 


Waterville, Ist ch. 3; Potsdam, 
58 


16.42; 
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Franktin Asso. 488; Gilbertsville, 
ch. 17; Croton. ch., with other 
donas. to con. LW. Jackson 
L. M., 45.75; West Mevedith, ch. 
10.25; Nathan sti’son, with oth- 
er Gonas. to cous. Mrs. dohn 
Stilsou Noah O. Case 
ho; per Rev. O. Dodge, avent, 

Saratocn Avsso., Orcar Granger 
stufford Carrjr. 25; Wilton, 
ch. 350; Providence, ch. 8; 
er Rey O. D, arent. 

River As-o.,. Little Falls, 

15; Oppenlicin, ch. 5; per 
ayent, 

Hudson River South Asso, New 

York city, Calvary for def, 
Union part. 28.78; 
Bebeock To; B. 

Ist in 

Atantic st. ch., in 
per Kev. O. 

vso., New York city, 

eh. 4; Berean ch., 

Braneh 

art, of wh. L4istr. Sab. Sch., 
Walker 6; C.W. 
her 5; M. Walker 
; 5; Nortolk st. 
eh with bev. couns. to cones, 

Win. M. Waterl Charles T. 

Gouliwin, T. Bare- 

tow L. Jervis, 

ch. 2: Cential ch, 
in pert. 45: Middletown, ch. 

Lh: per Revd, agent, 

so., Amenia, ch. 7; 


with other 


1.0; 


in part. 


5.29; Leesville. 

pas. of this 
Adam Shaul! L. M.. 
7; South 

nud Deea- 

: Summit, Ist ch. 

ech. 38; John 

. Pievee per 


el... with 
cons. Mrs Ha- 
per. Rev. 


and = =Chathplain Asso., 
Crown loint, ch., with other do- 
nas. tocons. Johu Lurwell L. 
M., per Rev. O. D., avent. 

Otsevo Asso. Warren, ch, for Ger- 
man mission, 2; Rosendale, ch. 
per Rev. O D., avent, 

Black River Asso., Lowville and 
Denmark, ch., per Rev. H. A. 
Smith, agent, 

Caynya Asso., Vort Byron, ch. 
8.35;Oweseo, ch. 1; Skaneateles, 
ech. 29.39; Flemming, ch.4; per 
Rev. H. A. 8., agent, 

Cortland Asso., Co tiandville, ch. 
26; Cortland and Llomer, Juv. 
Mire. Soe. 44/5; with other 
donas to cons. Frederick W. 
Holmes L. M., per Rev. H. A. 
S.. agent, 

Onondaya Asso.,Camillus, ch., per 
Rey. if. A. S., agent, 

Oswego Asso, W. Shaw tr.,per 
Rev. IL. A. S., agent, 

St. Lawrence Asso, Edw. Mad- 
dock 3; Mrs. C. H. Rowley 2; 
Lawrenceville, ch., 3.25; per 
Rev. H. A. S.. agent. 

Cattaraueus Asso, Freedom, Ist 
ch. 3; Cuba, ch., of wh. 25is fr. 


Norton L 


217.53 


6150 


2100 


383.78 


83 


116.89 


34.00 


25.00 


3.00 


10.00 


36.65 


Donations. 


the Ladies’ Beney. Soe., with 
other donas. to cons. Mrs. Sarah 
J. Cole L. M., 51; All ghany, 
ch. 626; Mrs. Eunice Stark 1; 
per. Rev. H. A. agent, 

Erie Asso., Stockton, ch. 2350; 
Cassadaga, ch. 8.94; Forestville, 
ch. 10; Sinclearsville, eh. 16.52; 
Rev. G. W. Varnum 1; Miss 
Mary J Goodrich 1; with other 
donas. to cons. Lewis Walker 
and Rey. Wm. Luke L. M., per 
Kev. H. A. S., agent, 

Niagara Asso., Clarence, ch., per 
Rev. HA. S., agent, 

Ontario Asso., Bethel, eh. 12.35; 
Seneca Falls, ch. 2; Rev. G. W. 
Mead 1; per Rey. H. A. &., 
agent, 

Wayne Asso. Clyde, ch. 3; But- 
ler and Savannah, ch. 9.42; per 
Rev. H. A. S8., agent, 

Seneca Asso., Covert, ch. 1385; 
Teach Orchard, ch. 2; Mecklen- 
burgh, ch. 50 cts.; per Rev. HL. 
A. S., agent, 

Genessee Asso., Elba, ch. 1585; 
Bataviaand lembroke, ch. 1.50; 
Ouktield and Alabama, ch. 
21.10; Dea. J. 8. Boughton, 2; 
per Rev. H. A. S.. agent, 

Orteans Asso., Alabama, ch. 3.21; 
Carlton, ch. 3; Shelby, ch. 
80.20; Medina. ch. 15; Lewis 
Hill 1; Yates, ch., with prev. 
donas. to cons. Charles Fair- 
man L. M..16.65; per Rey. H. 
A.5S., agent, 


New Jersey. 

Jersey City, A.V.” 

Wert N. J. Asso., Canton, ch. 
2.57; Cohansey. Ist ch. 24; Pem- 
berton, ch. 4862; Columbus, 
ch., Rev. J. Gashill 1; Haddon- 
field, ch. 9.05; per Rev. S. M. 
Osgood, agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


Pittston, Welsh ch., Wm. L. Ste- 
yhens and four youny lady col- 

[estore 20; Philodelphia, Spruce 
st. ch., of wh. 100 is tr. Lion. J 
M. Linnard 202; 

Abington Asso., Abington, Ist ch. 
35.85; West cli., 12; Benton, ch. 
627; Frankville.ch., Asa Eaton 
25; Clifford. ch. 837; Scott Val- 
ley. ch. 808; Carbondale, ch. 
7.86; Clinton, ch. 22.2; Alden- 
ville, ch. 9.57; Llonesdace, eh., 
of wh 650 is fr. Sab. Sel. and 
ofthis Frenk brown 3525; 
Bethany, ch., Dea. O. Olmstead 
1; Berlin, ch., of wh. 5 is ir. 
Mrs. E. Smith, and 2.50 fr. C. B. 
Seamans 11.35; Damaseus, Ist 
ch.. J. T. Tyler 85 ets.: Ten 
Mile River, ch. 2.87 per Rev. S. 
M. Osgood, agent, 

Bradford Asso., Smithfield, ch., of 
wh. 15,72 is fr. Sab Sch., per Rev. 
S. M. ©., agent, 

Central Union Asso., Philadelphia, 
Ist ch., of wh. L00 is fr. Thomas 
Wattson, to cons. Rev. Isane 
Cole L. M., 25 fr. S. A. Cald- 
well, 25 fr. JC. Davis, 20 fr. W. 
S. Hansel, 20 fr. Miss Mary DL. 
Bonny, 5 tr. J. M. Ford, and 5 
fr. Joshua Morgan, per Rey. S. 
M. agent, 

Centre Asso., Huntingdon, ch., 
with prev. donas. ofthis asso., to 
cons. Key. Amos B. Still L. M., 
2; Hollidaysburg, ch. 23.12 ; 
per Rey. S. M. O., ageut, 


1.00 


85.14 


312.00 


186.72 


236.10 
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Mabbett L. M., 27.75: South 
Dover, eh. 2.59; Rov. Wm. G, 
} Hoben, of wh 25 ete. is tr. Mas- 
ter Frank tloben, with) other 
dona. to cons. Mix. W. G. Ho 
ben LL. M..25.05; per Rev. O. 
x D 62.50 i 
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Clarion Asso., New Bethlehem, 
ch., per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 
Monongahela Asso., Greensboro’, 
ch., per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 
Philadelphia Asso., Upland, ch. 
66.85; Reading, ch., of wh. 1 
is fr.Sab. Sch., 25; Philadelphia, 

2d ch. 20.10; per Rey. 8. M. O., 
101.95 


agent, 
Wyoming Asso., Eaton, ch. 2; 
Braintrim, ch., Mrs. Huldah 
Gregory 5; Miss Sarah J. Sturde- 
vant 1; per Rev. 8S. M. O., 
agent, 8.00 


2.60 
1.45 


Ohio. 
Warren, Allen O. Fuller 


Indiana. 


Covington, Sab. Sch. 

Northern Ind. Asso., La 
24.23 ; Door Village. ch. 4.91 ; 
Kingsbury, ch. 14.90; South 
Bend, ch., of wh. 25 is fr. Sab. 
Sch., for Assam Mission, 82 ; 
coll. per P. J. bradley 2.12; per 
Rev. A. 8. Ames, agent, 78.16 

Huntington Asso., Wabash, ch., 

or Rev. A. S. A., agent, 

Wesan Asso., Rensselaer, ch. and 
cong., per Kev. A. 8. A., agent, 22.05 

Asso., Grand Prairie, 
ch. 225; Middletown. ch. 2.55; 
per Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 

Freedom Asso., Bethel, ch, per 
Rev. A. 8S. A., agent, 

Whitelick Asso., New Providence, 
ch. 1; J. N. Rynerson, tow.feup. 
ofa nat. Karen preacher, 5; per 
Rey. A. A., agent, 

Friendship Asso., Gosport, ch. 90 
cts.; Vernal, ch. 2.55; Bethel, 
ch. 12.70; Bloomington, ch. 8.25; 
per Rev. A. 8. A., agent, 

Indianapolis Asso., Indianapolis, 
ch., per Rev. A. S. A., agent, 

Mt. Zion Asso., Hurricane, ch. 
23.80 ; Franklin, Ist ch. 9.70; 
Bethel, ch. 4.65; per Rey. A. 8. 
A., agent, 

Flat Rock Asso., Blue River, ch. 
6.55; Mt. Gilead, ch. 7.10; Co- 
lumbus, ch. 1.50; Rey. J. 8. 
Read 1; per Rey. A. 8. A., 
agent, 


6.00 
rte, ch. 


4.80 
2.00 


6.00 


24.40 
30.40 


88.15 


Illinois. 


Alton, ch., Richard Flagg tr., 43; 
Metamora, Ist ch. 31.25; Dela- 
van, Henry R. Green 5; Henry 
Pratt 1; J. H. Burlingame 1; 
J.S. Reed 1; M. G Appleton 
1; H. L. Fisher 6; Sugar Creek, 
ch., for the French Mission, 53; 142.25 
Fox River Asso., Pavilion, ch. 
6.92; Aurora, ch. 34.55; per 


Rey. J. D. Cole, agent, 41.47 


Donations. 


1.00 


Chicago Asso., Elgin, ch. 983; 
Wheaton, J. M. Scott, for the 
Maulmain Karen Mission, 100: 
per Rey. J. D. C., agent, 

MeLean Asso., Clinton, Rev. T. 
Rees, per Rey. J. D. C., agent, 


133.00 
3.50 


Michigan. 


State Convention, C. Van Husen 
tr... Detroit, Ist ch., Sub. Sch., 
additivnal, 50.00 
Napoleon, ch., 5.00 
Washtenaw Asso., 
ch., per Rev. A. 3. 
agent, 


Manchester, 
A lies, 


Wisconsin. 
La Crosse, Ist ch., Elisha Whittle- 
sey tr., quarterly contribution, 


Iowa. 


Pella, Ist ch., G. Boe Kenoover 
tr, mon. con. 20; Mt. Pleasant, 
ch. 7; lowa City, Rev. Dexter 
I’. Smith 4; 

Virginia. 

Portsmouth, M. R. Watkinson 

Foreign. 


Burmah, Bassein Mission, Karen 
Miss. Soe. 56.82; Rev. 
L. Van Meter 10; 

Assam, Dr. Davis, for the Assam 
Mission, 


[April, 1857. 


820,22 


61.00 


50.00 


81.00 


5.00 


66.82 
22.73 


$6.751.30 


Legacies. 


Litchfield, Me., John Neal, per 
Nathaniel Dennis, Exr., 

Sanboruton, N. H., Mrs, Rachael 
Prescott, per Johu Crocket, 
Exr.. 100.00 

Birmingham, Erie Co.O.. Bev. 
John Boozer, per Mrs. Catha- 
rine Boozer, Executrix, 


100,00 


25.00 


225.00 


$ 6,976.30 
Total from April 1,185, to Feb.28,1857,$57, 774.85 


Donations in Goods. 


Hartford, Conn., Julia E. Lyman, 
1 box dried fruits, &e., for Rey. 
S. M. Whiting, 

Ww oburn and Salem, Mass., Ladies’ 
Miss. Soc., of the Woburn ch. 
f4.50; and the Sewing Soc., of 
the Central ch., Salem, 21.78; 1 
box clothing, for Rev. J. G. 
Pratt, Sacondine, K. T., 


5.00 


76.16 


—— $81.16 
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